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EDITOR 


Republican movement 
crosses the Rubicon 


After over ten weeks of the 
Mitchell Review, Sinn Fein and 
the Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) 
finally agreed on a process that 
would lead to the implementa- 
tion of the Good Friday Agree- 
ment. Central to this was the 
acceptance by Sinn Fein that 
‘decommissioning is an essen- 
tial part of the peace process’. 

In crossing this Rubicon, 
Sinn Fein and the Republican 
movement are seen to pose no 
real throat 10 the interests of 
British imperialism in the Six 
Counties. The only potential 
‘opposition to the implementa- 
‘ton of the Good Friday Agree- 
ment came from a section of the 
Uister Unionist Party led by its 
deputy leader John Taylor. As a 
gesture to this section of 
Unionism — and an indication of 
the contempt Labour has tor 
the nationalist working class ~ 
‘on 24 November the RUC was 
awarded the George Cross for 
‘gallantry’. Part of the citation 
Gescribed the RUG as ‘a recog- 
ised world-class police ser- 
vice that has given professional 
and impartial service to all the 
people of Northem Ireland 
since its inception’! 

Let us remind ourselves of, 
that gallant, professional and! 
‘impartial service. This is the 
‘same police force who: 


‘= batoned Civil Rights demon- 
strators off the streets in the 
19605; 

‘killed and maimed nationalists 
with plastic bullets; 

= colluded with fascist loyalist 
‘groups in murder and the terror- 
ising of the nationalist commu- 


ity 

* colluded in the murder of Pat 
Finucane and Rosemary Nelson 
* sat and watched as a loyalist 
mab kicked Robert Hamill to 
death in Portadown. 


‘As Peter Mandelson sald of the 
award, ‘tis right, itis deserved. 
‘On 16 November, at the end 
of the Mitchell Review, Sinn 
Fein spolled out its position: 


‘We are totally opposed to any 
use of force or threat of force by 
others for any political pur- 
pose...In the executive the two 
Sinn Fein ministers will make 
and honour the pledge of office 
which includes a commitment 
to nonviolence and exclusively 
peaceful and democratic 
means...We reiterate our total 
commitment to doing every- 
thing in our power to maintain 
the peace process and to 
removing the gun forever from 
the politics of our country’. 


‘This was followed the next day 
by a statement from the (RA 
which acknowledged ‘the lead- 
ership given by Sinn Fein 
throughout this process’. Fol- 
fowing the implementation of 
the Good Friday Agreement, 
“the IRA leadership will appoint 
2 representative to enter Into 
discussions with General John 
de Chastelain and the Inter- 
tional Cocimeson on Doe 
sioning’. 
(George Mitchel then spelled 
‘out the sequence of events that 
would lead to the implementa- 
tion of the Agreement and the 
beginning of the decommis- 
‘Soning process in his conclud- 
ing statement: ‘Devolution 
should take effect, then the 


‘executive should meet, and 
then the paramilitary groups 
should appoint their authorised 
representatives all on the same 
day, in that order. 

The decision by Trimble and 
the UUP negotiating team to 
accept this sequence of events 
‘was finally ratified by the Ulster 
Unionist Council on 27 Nov- 
‘ember. It marks a retreat from 
their long-held position of no 


ments within the UUP. But the 
Unionist ‘retreat’ Isa reflection 
of the confidence imperialism 
has that Sinn Fein is no longer a 
threat. This reality, reflected in 
Cosy meals and chats in the US 
embassy in London during the 
review, was summed up by 

comment from one of Trimble's 
advisers: ‘De you really think 


Trimble, UP leader 


that, having hung out in the 
White House and dined in the 
best restaurants, they will be 
going back to safe houses and 
fry-ups?! 

Sinn Fein is committed to the 
Good Friday Agreement and all 
it entails: devolution, meaning 
the acceptance of partition; 
seats on the Executive, mean- 
ing being part of a government 
that will be using the RUC (or 
‘Northen Ireland Police 
Service’) to maintain partition 
and attack the nationalist work- 
ing class; decommissioning, 
meaning the delegitimising of 
the armed struggle and the 
Rubicon that, once crossed, 
Teaves Sinn Fein as no more 
than a radical version of Fianna 
Fall 

‘As David Ervine of the 
Progressive Unionist Party put 
it, ‘1am listening with interest to 
Gerry Adams and the Repub- 
fican movement being prepared 
to copper-fasten British rule in 
Norther Ireland, indeed to help 
administer British rule in 
Norther Ireland’. 

During the Mitchell Review, 
Sinn Fein has had assistance 
from imperialist forces in deal- 
ing with any challenges. In the 
Twenty Soc Counties the Irish 
police and Special Branch 
arrested ten dissident Repub- 
ficans training in an under- 
ground firing range. Guns and 
‘ammunition were also seized. in 
the Six Counties the RUC 
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launched an operation which 
they claimed had smashed the 
Orange Volunteers and Red 
Hand Defenders. Arrests and 


World Trade Organisation Summit 


Sleepless in Seattle 


‘TREVOR RAYNE 


It’s the cutting edge of the 
modern world, the home of 


pany: lifestyle is big in Seattle 
{though it doesn’t have the 
Dome}. What more fitting 
venue could there be for the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) to hold its summit 
meeting? What about Bom- 
bay, Mexico City or any of the 
other wretched mega-cities 


that the world trade system 
has spawned? When the last 
round of trade talks began in 
1986 they passed almost 
unnoticed, but they won't do 
so in Seattle. There is going to 
be a battle between the giant 
multinational corporations in 
one corner and environmen- 


daily lives. n the same issue of 
An Phoblacht that reported the 
breakthrough of the Mitchell 
Review, loyalist pipe-bomb 
attacks were reported in north 
Bolfast and in Bolfast's Lower 
Ormeau Road. In Derry petral- 
bomb attacks were made on a 
Catholic church and the home 
of @ Catholic pensioner who 
lived in a predominately Loyalist 
area. In South Tyrone the RUC 
and British army are engaged in 


ployment levels more than twice 
those of the loyalist working 
class. Should the Sinn Fein 


leadership be drawn into any 
“New Ireland" administration, in 
the Six Counties of Twenty Six 
Counties, and have conferred 
upon it the status of privileged 
bourgeois parfamentarians, it 
will find itself in confict with the 
nationalist. working class — 
those people of no property 
who have always been the 
bedrock of the anti-imperalist 
struggle’. (FRFI 121 OcU/Nov 
1934) . 


‘globalisation’. A 
massive demonstration is 
planned for 30 November as the 
WTO meets, with simultaneous 
demonstrations planned else- 
where. The WTO enforces rules 
‘on the conduct of trade with 
mechanisms to resolve trade 
disputes. 

That this meeting is being 
targeted for protest is an excel- 
ent development, but also indi- 
‘ates the gravity of the issues 
being discussed. Shortly before 
the summit demonstrators 
mounted the roof of the WTO 
headquarters in Geneva to 
unfurl a banner reading “The 
WTO kills people. Kill the 
wr! 

Significant is the number of 
WTO members, 135 states when 
China joins. The small club of 
industrialised countries that 
belonged to the WTO's prede- 
cessor. the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade, has been 
joined by the underdeveloped 
countries. Things will not just 
go quietly the multinationals 

WTO envoys could not agree 
an agenda before the summit 
because the members are 
divided, Differences betwoon 
the USA and European Union 
(EU) prevented the Multilateral 


a for Sarah Thomas and 


Agreement on Investment being 
reached in 1998. Divisions run 
betwoen the USA, EU and Jap- 
fan, and between the rich coun- 
tries and the poor. 

The multinationals intended 
the summit to be about more 
free trade, leading to more com- 
petition, new technologies, 
Sheaper prices and more pros- 
perity all round. This li is look- 
ing worn 

“There are trade imbalances 
between the major industrial 
blocs tending towards protec- 
tionism. The USA hasan annual 
trade deficit of $314 billion, 
Japan's surplus is $126 billion 
and Germany's surplus is $71 
billion. Recent disputes be- 
tween the EU and USA over 
bananas and hormone-treated 
beef imports into Europe almost 
triggered a trade war. The USA 
is desperate to sell more geneti- 
cally modified crops to Europe 
but EU governments protect EU 
farmers from cheaper US prod- 
ucts. Japan protects its fish and 
forestry products industries 
from foreign competition. The 
USA already has 300 “anti- 
dumping’ duties on imports 
defined as ‘unfairly’ cheap. 

With markets overcrowded 
from overproduction, the major 
capitalist powers are desperate 
to knock each others’ protec 
tionist walls down: if they can- 
not then they will turn on their 
‘own public services and the 
underdeveloped countries, Up 
for discussion is the General 
Agreement on Trade in Ser- 
vices, If ratified this will require 
‘governments to open up public 
sector services and their fund- 
ing to world financial markets 
and multinational companies 
Governments will have to intro- 
duce private provision into edu- 

hhealth and social. ser- 


forthe poor countries 
is removing the rich countries 
barriers to their products. Total 
industrialised countries’ agri- 
cultural. subsidies amount’ to 
‘$354 billion a year. Cheap prod- 
‘ucts are exported to destroy 
local producers in the underde- 
veloped countries and. these 
countries are unable to export to 
the industrialised countries 
The USA sells cheap maize to 
the Philippines, local producers 


cannot compete and are drivon 
out of production and the 
Philippines becomes yet more 
dependent on the USA. The 
Philippines’ foreign debt is 65% 
of its national income. It cannot 
sell anything to earn the income 
to repay the debt; in fact, the 
Philippines needs to borrow 

Trips (Trade-Related Intel- 
loctual Property agreements) 
will be promoted by the multi- 
nationals. ‘Trips patent life 
forms. Under patent already are 
potato, rice, wheat, maize, cocoa 
etc, Multinationals can use 
these patents to produce new 
products that will replace those 
bought from the underdovel- 
‘oped countries. Tho new prod- 
ucts can then be sold to the poor 
countries, For these countries, 
agriculture omploys as many as 
two thinds of the workforce and 
ears one third of the national 
income. Forign debt is alroady 
72% of Africa's and over 40% of 
Latin America's national in- 
comes. What is at stake is the 
survival of these countries 
beyond being names on a map. 

Intellectual property rights 
are being used to kill the poor 
directly. Patents are used to pre- 
vent poor countries developing 
cheaper versions of medicines 
made by the multinationals that 
are too expensive for them. The 
Thai government allowed local 
producers to manufacture 
cheaper versions of HIV and 
‘meningitis treatments, In res- 
pons the US goverment 
imposed duties on imports of 
Thai wood, microprocessors 
and jewellery. Thailand's. for- 
‘eign debt is 70% of its national 
income. The US government 
and former EU commissioner 
Sir Leon Briftan pressured 
South Africa not to buy ‘parallel 
imports’, pharmaceuticals from 
caunteies where they are sold 
more cheaply, in this case HIV 
treatments. ind and South 
‘Africa are in the grip of HIV epi- 
demics. As far as the multina- 
tionals are concemed their peo~ 
ple can pay up or dio. The WTO. 
is unlikely to raise the issue of 
access to medicines, More 
power to protesters. ‘There is 
one enemy — imperialism and 
the multinationals that are its 
engine. . 


Harry Stanley - murdered by police 


HANNAH CALLER 


‘Sarah Thomas, a 35-year-old 
black woman, was arrested 
by plainclothes police officers 
outside her flat in Holloway, 
north London, in August and 
died in the intensive care unit 
al the Homerton Hospital. She 
never regained consciousness 
after collapsing af Stoke New- 
ington police station. Harry 
Stanley, a 46-year-old white 
‘man, was murdered in Hack- 
ney by the Metropolitan 
Armed Response Unit in Sep- 
tember, after 2 999 call sug- 
gested he was carrying a 
‘weapon. It turned oul to be a 
wooden table leg wrapped in 
2 plastic bag he was taking to 


pub: “he had not threatened 


police and he was not armed, 

‘Two campaigns have been 
set up im Hackney to demand 
justice. Regular meetings aim to 
use local outrage to fuel the fight 
for justico, to keep spreading the 
information and to work to- 
gether to demand the suspen- 
sion of the officers involved (at 
present they are simply on ‘desk 
duty’) and for an independent 
inquiry. James Stanley, Harry's 
brother, raised the issue of 
investigation atthe October 
Hackney Community and Police 
Consultative Group (CPCG), 
saying: ‘Surrey police are inves- 
tigating the Met, while Hamp- 
shire police are investigating 
Surrey police because its Assis- 
tant Chief Constable, according 
toa Sunday paper, is facing four 
charges relating to sexual 
harassment. Who is investigat- 


ing whom?’ Surrey police are 
also under investigation for 
shooting a man dead earlier this 
year. Only an independent 
inquiry can_prevent the whito- 
wash of police investigation. 
‘At the November Hackney 
PCG, the Justice for Harry 
Stanley Campaign revoaled that 
the Surrey police investigating 
his killing are intimidating 
teenagers of 13 and 14 and ask- 
ing them to sign statements that 
they saw or heard nothing on 
the night in question. Under 
pressure from the campaigns, all 
the CPCG has agreed to do is 
write to Home Secretary Jack 
Straw calling for an indepen- 
dent inquiry. 
Justice for Harry Stanley tel: 
0181 507 0657 or 0181 986 
7070; Justice for Sarah Thomas 
tel: 0181 806 0742. 


see 


News 


Paddington crash: an accident. 
waiting to happen 


OBERT CLOUGH rolling stock and increasing 
a ————— journey times to reduce penal- 
‘Aten past eight on the morn- ties for lale running. There is no 


ing of 5 October, the 8:08 
Thames Train service from 
Paddington to Bedwyn col- 
lided with the uptrain from 
Cheltenham a short distance 
from the terminus. 30 people 
died in the crash and subse- 
quent fire that engulfed car- 
riagos of both trains. By tragic 
coincidence, it took place the 
day after the public enquiry 
into the 1997 Southall train 
crash opened. 

For a moment, the government 
tooled. For two yoars it had 
‘promised action on the chaotic 
state of the privatised railways, 
but had done nothing. Legisla- 
tion to toughen the regulatory 
system had been shifted to the 
back of the queue, Now Labour's 
reluctance to tako on its big 
business allies had become @ 
political liability: middle class 
people were being killed, Even 
the proposed privatisation of 
the air traffic control system was 
thrown into doubt. 

‘The Paddington crash was a 
direct consequence of privatisa- 
tion, The pension funds and 
financial institutions, which 
own the railway companies 
through the stock market, insist 
on @ return of 20% per annum, 
Given the refusal to purchase 
‘any new stock until the last few 
months, railway operating com- 
panies have achieved this by 
sweating existing asspts: cram- 


incentive to increase cepacity: 
hence companies increase their 
revenues by raising fares and 
cutting cosis, Railtrack doesn't 
‘want fo allow miore trains onto 
its tracks: it just increases oper- 
ating difficulties where 87% of 
the payments it receives aro 
fixed. Instead it wants to pass on 
fas much as possible of the pub- 
lic subsidy it receives to its 
shareholders. Its success in this 
regard has soon its value soar 
from £2.3bn at privatisation to 
£6.5bn today. Yet the condition 
of the track is deteriorating. An 
independent roport by Booz 
Allen Hamilion shows that 
Railtrack is renewing 1.3% of 
track per annum compared 10 
the continental average of 2-3% 
and the 2.2% quoted in its 1985 
business plan. It comments: “it 
is likely that there has been a de- 
cline in underlying quality of 
the network assets as.a whole.” 
Following the Paddington 
crash, it was revealed that 642 
signals had been passed at dan- 
ger in 1998, an 8% increase over 
the previous year, whilst 22 sig- 
nals have been passod at danger 
more than five times over the 
years. in early 
‘August, the Health and Safety 
Executive announced that the 
umber of broken rails had risen 
21% to 973. Later that month, 
the Central Rail Users Consul- 
tative Committee reported that 


Reclaim the streets protest against tube privatisation 
30% aver the previous year. Not only did this increase the 
Itappears that the immediate number of train movements, but 
cause of the Paddington crash it necessitated the construction 
‘was that the Thames train had of more gantries to take the over- 
also passed a signal at danger. head pawer lines. In theso cir 
‘Subsequently, it was revealed cumstances the Thames Train 
that this signal, number 109. driver was in an impossible 
hhad been passed at danger eight position: it was an accident 
times in the previous six years. waiting to happen. If ATP had 
Sightlins to it are obscured bya been fitted to his train, the colli- 
maze of gantries. Its visi sion would not have occurred. 
made worse in the early Shortly before the accident, 
ing since the rising sun shines Labour had called on the rail- 
directly on to it The whole way companies to fit a cheaper 
track layout outside Paddington protection system. TPWS, by 
is complete chaos. Designed in 2003. More egg Janded on its 
the late 1980s, it allowed for face after Paddington when it 
high speeds, with trains able to was reported that TPWS is unre- 
travel at 100mph up until the liable at speeds greater than 70 
last two miles. Yet one of the mph, The Cheltenbam train had 
design assumptions was that probably been running st 90 
trains would be fitted with mph, and the Southall train at a 
Automatic ‘Train Protection similar speed. The fact is that 
IATP). This never bappened Labour will hope to ride out this 
because the Tory government storm with the minimum of 
and privatised companies commitment to transport re 
deemed the £1bn cost too high. form, and with the minimum of 
‘The situation was made worse financial burden for its big busi: 


CATHERINE GOUGH 


As news seeped out of 
Britain's latest 13-year-old 
viotim of nvCJD, the British 
government, after months of 
‘diplomatic effort’, stitched 
up a deal with its French 
counterparts o allow the 
export of British beef. The 
two-month-old ‘beef war’ had 
produced a groundswell of 
anti-French xenophobia, boy- 
‘cotts of French products and a 
great deal of hot air, together 
with gruesome revelations 
about France's own livestock 
farming standards. 

‘The EU had given approval for 
the ending of the ban on exports 
Of British beef on 1 August, pro- 
vided that the exported beet met 
certain regulations on age and 
was dealt with by « small num- 
ber of designated abattoirs. By 
October, France and seven of 
tho 16 regional governments in 
Germany wore still defying the 
BU and refusing to accept 
‘imports. The Berlin government 
claimed it needed time to bring 
its regions into line (regional 
tuthorities have control over 
food safoty), and France had 
referred the question to its own 


I has not always been the casv, 
but there is something deeply 
depressing about conferences 
on Palestine these days. As one 
speaker after another gives thoir 
account of the different aspects 
Of tho Palestinian situation, the 
progress and the prospects, a 
disturbingly bleak picture ~ ten 
times worse than what it was 
tem years ago — br 
shape. A heavy atmosphore of 
frustration und helplessness, 
noticeable in the tone of both 
speakers and participants. fills 
the room. You soon start think- 
ing of going outside fur a coffee 
or a cigarette 

This was more or less the 
‘atmosphere of the Palestine: 
International Perspectives con- 
ference. organised by the 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign 
in SOAS on 6 November 1999. 
Speakers included Palestinian 
writer Ghada Karmi, Palestinian 
‘ambassador’ to the UK Afif 
Safich, Middle East correspon- 
dent Graham Usher and Chri 
Doyle from the Council for 


Bee ate oe er ee enn gee mee ee . 
British beef a a I = e 
Ff 
Safe... butn estible 
ieee 
sien cee es 
ig 


to miss a trick, traced the history 
Of British hatred for the slippery 
French back to the Napoleonic 
wars, if not William the 
Conqueror. What sport! France 
is the favourite ‘enemy’, regard- 
less of the fact that, apart from 
Gormany, many other countries 
still operate © ban on British 


Hairsplitting apart, however, 
the real issues remain, Fourteen 
yoars after the first outbreaks of 
BSE, thousands of cattlo in Bri 
tain are still dying of BSI 

yoar and no one knows what the 
‘scale of nvCJD will be. The drive 
for cheap meat, using hormones, 
antibiotics and cheap animal 
fodder still dominates farming 
not only in Britain but through: 
out Europe. France's own live- 
stock standards have been 
attacked by the EU, with use of 
sewage (possibly human) in the 
manufacture of animal feed 
cited as illegal. Following iaves- 
tigations into the French poultry 
industry. commission officials 
are threatening legal action. 


beef — among them Australia, 


Canary Islands, Costa Rica, 
Hungary, Japan, Poland, Russia, 
Singapore, Switzerland, Turkey 
and the USA. 

By the middle of November, 
however, the affair had ended 
not with gun boats, but with 
semantics. After weeks of nego- 
tiations on what the British 
called ‘technicalities’ and the 


‘Arab-British Undorstanding. 
Traditionally. the Palestine 

Solidarity Campaign gave its 

Support to the PLO as the legiti- 


food safety agency which had French called major issues of In reality agribusiness | mate _rupresentative of the 
doclared the meat unsafe. safety, France agreed to accept throughout Europe is driven, 

Fronch intransigence and the beef as long it was labelled like any other industry. by the 
timo-wasting, under the guise of ‘British’. This is entirely counter need to increase profits. not by | limbo, existing only in the por- 
concer for public health, to HU rules which do not allow the needs or safety of con- | son of Arafat. The latter is effec- 


unleashed torrents of Franco- 
phobia in Britain, Boycotts of 
French products were announ- 
xd; tho Tories championed 
counter-moasures amounting to 
a trade war and 51% of a Mori 
poll called for Britain to leave 
the BU, Journalists, never ones 


country-oforigin labelling 
‘within the EU. Nonetheless. the 
EU was able to approve on the 
grounds that the labelling was 
not a designation of country of 
origin but sign that the beef 
had satisfied all the new regula- 
tions! 


tively the Chairman of the 
Palestinian Authority: aruthless 
and repressive force af 125,000, 
constituting 18 security services 
whose sole mission is to police 
25 million Palestinians. Their 
ruthlessness has earned them 
the praise of bath the CIA and 


hhave declared that there is no 
conclusive evidence that the use 


tims are being ignored. 


earch of P. lestine 


Internment for 
asylum seekers 


‘ALEXABYRNE 


‘The racist, inhumane policies 
pursued by Labour against 
asylum seekers took a sinister 
turn in October when the 
Home Office announced plans 
to intern refugees in an old 
army barracks at Oakington, 
Cambridge. 400 men, women 
and children a week will be 
‘processed’ on a ‘fast track’ 
whilst warehoused in the pri- 
vately-run barrack blocks 
which have been ‘hastily 
adapted’. The numbers of 
‘refugees in detention will rise 
bby more than 50%. 

Home Office estimates of one 
swoek to complete 400 applica- 
tions are glaringly inaccurate 
Latest asylum figures show that 
45% of claims take at least six 
months just for initial decisions, 
As Nick Hardwick of the 
Rofagee Council suid, “This is a 
detention centre in all but name 
ina country which already hasa 
reputation for detaining without 
judicial review maré people for 
longer periods of time than the 
rest of Burope.’ 

Lies from the Home Office 
that the camp will be ‘relaxed 
with minimal physical security” 
have been exposed. There is 
already an internal barbed wi 
fence around the barracks to 
keep 274 empty houses ‘out of 
bounds to refugees’ because the 
government dorsn't want. to 
engender ‘a sense of perma- 
ence’. In other words, they 


‘Asylum seekers wil be intemed 


want to detain poople in the 
‘worst possible conditions, 

Labour will also be in breach 
of the UNConvention on the 
Rights of the Child, which it has 
talifiod. This states that ‘the best 
interests of the children must 
come first. They should only be 
detained as a last resort and 
never arbitrarily.” 

Oakingion internment camp 
will be no different from Haslar 
Detention Centre, Hampshire, 
‘er any other in tho country 
where conditions for rofigoes 
‘are barbaric. But Barbara Roche, 
Jack Straw ot al don't give 
damn. ‘They just. want to 
imprison asylum seekers at min- 
imum cost, out of sight and off 
the streets. . 


For Information about future activity in 
‘apposition 19 Oakington contact the 
National Coalition of Ant-Deportation 
Campaigns at 101 Vila Road, Bir- 
‘mingham B19 INH; O121 554 6947; 
eadencade.demon.c0.uk. 


the Israoli government on many 
occasions. One of the corise- 
quonces of the PLO's transfor 
mation into the PA is that the 
PSC and similar organisations 
fad themselves within a polith 
cal no-man's-land, This is sim- 
ply the impasse in which inter 
national support for the 
Palestinian struggle generally 
finds itselfat proseat. 

It is apparont how uneasy 
both the speakers and the organ: 
isors are about continuing to 
support a phoney PLO, but it is 
also obvious how hesitant they 
are to denounce it. The tension 
resulting from this contradic 
tion, 1 think, assorted itself 
repeatedly during the proceed 
ings without being exprossed or 
addressed. The result was a con- 
ference where what was not said 
was more important than what 
was said, 

‘The speakers went on to 
explore the different possible 
scenarios likely to emerge from 
what is commonly referred 10 
theso days as the ‘final status 
negotiations’ between Arafat 
and Israel. Gradually, however. 
the tone of the conference came 
to strike one single note of fear: 
what part of the Palestinian 
struggle (or what is left of i) is 
Arafat going to sell out. this 
time? Jerusalem? The right of 
return of the refugees, those 
Palestinians who sacrificed 
their livelihood and gave their 
children to make up Arafat's 
PLO? These questions could be 
felt in the tone of the partici- tive leadership to bo found 
pants and were constantly among the opposition, whether 
implied in the discussions. in Syria, Jordan, "or the 

“The thing is that the facts are Occupiod Territories, or even 
clear and undisputed, and most within the ranks of Fatah itself 
of those present seemed well Fouzi Slisli 


acquainted with them, In the 
eurrent balance of power with 
Arafat, Israel is too strong and 
‘arrogant to be contemplating 
gonuine peace, Israel —the 1973 
war, the Intifada aod. presently 
the Lebanese Islamic Resistanice 
confirm it ~ never gives back 
any land it occupies unless itis 
forced to, The power-brokers, 
the US and Europe, are satisfied 
with the peace process asa pub- 
lic relations exercise and ate 
happy to keep it going for 
another ten yeurs. Arafat does 
not have anything that remotely 
looks like an idoological frame- 
work of any sort. He is neither 3 
nationalist, nor an Islamist, nor 
anything else. In fact, his five 
year rule in the Occupied 
‘Territories can be seen as @ sys- 
tematic assault on Palestinian 
political culture and its institu 
tions, and their gradual replace- 
ment with regressive and degen 
erate tribal and extended family 
structures. With these facts 
floating in the background, the 
conference's analyses and pre- 
dictions wore little more than a 
futile academic exercise enu- 
erating its defeats without any 
attempts to prevent thom, 

The benefit of doubt that 
international solidarity cam- 
paigns have given Arafat has 
been more than generous. It is 
time, if we want to prevent it 
from turning into collusion, to 
adjust our support to the presont 
needs of the Palestinian people. 
‘Top of that list is for an alterna- 
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JOHN MACLEAN PART VII 


litical prograss for the work- 

jing class means more than just 

withdrawing support for 

Labour. It means organising 
consciously against Labour. Maclean 
was successful in beginning to draw 
hundreds of people into an open fight 
against the Labour Party. Then and 
today, this struggle represents the 
only way forward for the mass of the 
working class. Labour represents the 
priviloged. minority pf the working 
Glass in alliance with the middle 
class, an alliance cemented by impe- 
rialist profits. Maclean's most impor- 
tant contribution asa communist was 
to challenge the political representa- 
tive of this corrupt, decadent and vio- 
lent alliance the Labour Party, This 
challenge remains the central poli- 
tical issue and is the foundation of 
our organisation, the Revolutionary 
Communist Group, 


Fight or starvel 

1920 saw the beginning of the eco- 
nomic depression predicted by 
Maclean. The war boom was over 
and unemployment increased rapid- 
ly. From a total of 691,000 in 
December 1920, it had risen to 
1,355,000 by March 1921 and 
reached a peak of 2,171,288 in June 
of tht year, The recent Unemploy- 
‘ment Insurance Act had provided « 
bare subsistence for a limited period. 
‘As poverty and starvation became 
‘widespread Maclean acted and estab- 
lished the Glasgow Unemployed 
‘Committee. 

‘Across Britain the police clashed 
with the workless as they protested 
outside town halls or attempted to 
seize and occupy workplaces. 
Maclean convened the first demon- 
strations in the city with the aim of 
putting pressure on the local authori- 
ties to provide boots and clothes for 
the children, food for the hungry and 
shelter for the homeless. He united 
direct action for practical measures 
torelieve poverty with popular polit- 
ical agitation and serious Marxist 
education and debate. It was a pow- 
erful and effective combination; a 
sound example of communist work 
amongst those who were suffering 
the reality of capitalism. From a gath- 
ering of around 200 in October 1920, 
3,500 jobless were meeting at the 
beginning of 1921. In February a 
meeting of delegates from Glasgow, 
Dundee and Edinburgh formed s 
Scottish Committee with Maclean as 
Secretary, The demands were eco- 
nomic and political: 


‘Among the decisions arrived at 
wore: The urging of a joint confer- 
ence to recommend a general strik: 
the opening up of trade with Russia 
and the granting of independence to 
Ireland, india and Egypt; the exemp- 
tion from payment of rent for the 
unemployed; the maintenance of the 
present rate of wages; and the release 
ofall political prisoners.” 


‘At the end of the month the first large 
demonstration was held, led by 2 
banner praclaiming the present real- 
ity for the poorest sections of the 


Organise for the working class 
Organise against Labour 


Maclean only broke with the Labour 
ployed, radicalised by the experience of 
gained in municipal and general elections, its compl 
est sections of the working class. Labour councillors 


the poor and those who stood with them, 


working class: "1914, fight: 1921. 
starve!’ At Maclean’s suggestion 
thousands would form up behind 
this slogan and head for the West End 
with the declared aim of "frightening 
the bourgeoisie’. While there was no 
justice, there would be no peace! 
Maclean was able to organise a sig- 
nificant political force in a short 
period, leading it openly as a com- 
Tmunist and an anti-imperialist. His 
general view ofthe political di 
of the masses was being confirmed in 
practice, yet its progress would 
Toquire not just describing but 
directly challenging the false friends 
‘of the people; the Labour Party. 
Maclean did not yet recognise that 
this would have to be @ conscious 
political development: 


‘Let us remember that although the 
trade union and political leaders of 
the working class have been afraid to 
be as audacious as the leaders of cap- 
italism, have failed, as ever, at the 
critical moment and will do so again, 
nevertheless the mass of people are 
coming more and more to our 
position... Therein lies salvation. 
‘The safety of society rests not in the 
hands of a few... but in the masses of 
‘mankind, conscious or unconscious.’ 


‘The Labour Party and the 
unemployed 

Maclean had led an early version of 
Stop The City through Glasgow's 
Stock Exchange in 1910 when he was 
last organising with the unemployed. 
He had angrily condemned the 
Labour MPs" sudden agitation in Par- 
Mament over the Osborne Judge 
‘ment’s threat to their wages: 


“Why did they not do that on behalf 
of the unemployed millions. two 
‘years ago? Why did they not get 
thrown out with Grayson, and do as 
he did afierwards? Why did they not 
fight for the Tyneside engineers or 
the Belfast dockers?” Justice October 
1910 


‘Yet up until 1923 Maclean advocated 
the tactic of continued electoral sup- 
port while fighting to expose the 
Labour Party before the working 
class, Indeed he had stood as a 
Labour Party candidate on his ralease 
from gaol in 1918. Lenin argued that 
communists should affiliate to the 
Labour Party snd support it'‘as a rope 
supports a hanged man’ without 
refraining from attacking its oppor- 
tunism, He was concerned that com- 
munists maintain the closest links 
with the ‘masses’ whom he under- 
stood were represented in the Labour 
Party through the trade unions. 
Maclean's newspaper, The Vanguard 
‘of November 1920, expressed his atti- 
tude to the Labour Party: 


.to defeat Labour is positively 
criminal. A Labour Town Council 
will respond to our pressures more 
readily than a bourgeois one. If 
Labour fails then a forceful revolu- 
tionary fight is the logical next stage.” 


This next stage faced the unem- 


{4 © FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT IMPERIALISM DECEMBER 1999/ ANUARY 2000 


Poplar, 1820: tenants witha handout of bread 
ployed: political reality was moving 
towards the point where supporting 
Labour and defending the workless 
could no longer be_ reconciled 
Despite the election in Glasgow of 44 
Labour councillors, the delegstions 
from the workless were shut out from 
the Town Hall. The Labour council- 
ors did not come out to support 
them. The struggle of the unem- 
ployed demanded organisation and 
the communist standpoint of Mac- 
Jean provided this. The Communist 
Party of Great Britain's official biog- 
raphy of Maclean (1943, Tom Bell) 
‘was anxious to belittle his role: 


‘Unfortunately Maclean did not 
belong to any powerful trade union, 
or any well-organised body capable 
of intimidating the government.” 

The unions were intimidating no one 
at this stage; unemployment and the 
recent defeat of the miners had sei 
to that. However, the working class is 
more than the trade union movernent 
and Maclean fought to provide poli- 
tics and organisation to those outside 
it, Asked at his trial in October 1921, 
how he came to organise the unem- 
ployed, Maclean replied ‘because no 
one else would’. He was sentenced to 


b 


arty in the last year of his life. His political work amongst the unem- 
f war, led to this critical and progressive development. While Labour 
letely reactionary character became clear to ‘the poor- 
and MPs ignored, manipulated and conspired against 


12 months' imprisonment for urging 
people not to starve but to take the 
food they needed. The ‘powerful’ 
trade unions did nothing for the poor 
or for Maclean. In allowing the defeat 
of the poorest sections of the working 
class they prepared the way for the 
crushing defeat of the whole organ- 
ised. working class in the General 
Strike of 1926. 


Prison again, 1921 

From his cell Maclean fought as 
candidate for the Unemployed Com- 
mittee. His credibility was such that 
he came out ahead of Labour gaining 
2,241 voles to their 1,885. This was 
repeated at elections up until his 
death and refutes the lie that Maclean. 
found himself isolated from the 
working class, Immediately after his 
release in 1922 he increased his vote 
to 4.287 in a municipal ward and 
polled 4,027 in the General Election. 
His address began: 


1 stand in the Gorbals and before the 
world as a Bolshevik, alias a 
Communist, alias a Revolutionist, 
alias a Marxist.’ 


It ended with a request that those 
unable to agree with his programme 
should vote Labour! This contradic- 
tion was about to be resolved. Labour 
gained 142 seats and Glasgow sent off 
10 ‘Red Clydesiders’ to Parliament to 
abolish poverty. It is recorded thet on 
the train down these MPs were con- 
cerned chiefly to discover if being 
thrown out of the House of Commons 
meant a loss of salary. Abolishing 
poverty was one thing but joining the 
ranks of the poor was not their inten- 
tion. 


‘The break with Labour, 1923 
"Pink Labourism is of no use to the 
workers, never will be. Your poverty 
and misery are more intense today 
than ever before." 

‘Maclean finally broke with Labour 
and formed the Scottish Workers 
Republican Party (SWRP) in 1923. 
The new organisation attracted the 
unemployed, the youth and women 


in large numbers —a definite contrast 
to a labour movement composed of 
old, male, skilled workers! Maclean 
‘was still ‘able to beat Labour Into 
third place at2,008 to Labour's 1,885, 
The vote scrounging opportunism of 
Labour, particularly its left wing, the 
Independent Labour Party, disgusted 
Maclean, The Communist Party of 
Great Britain, had led the local 
Unemployed Committeé into sup- 
porting Labour: 


‘as all realise now’ that a@/deadly 
fight has started between the “Pinks” 
and tha "Reds", Against us were the 
Trades Council, the Labour Party, the 
ILP, and the CPGB ~ the last-named 
playing it very dirty,” 
Such methods, which were to 
‘become an endemic part of political 
practice in the British labour moye- 
ment, persist today. Maclean and the 
comrades organised openly, amongst 
the people, directly against Labour 
and its apologists. Sectarianism was 
not their weapon. The SWRP led 
demonstrations in support of Harry 
McShane, now of the CPGB, when he 
was evicted. They campaigned for 
the release of another CPGB member, 
Tom Hitman, who had received a 
prison sentence of 15 months for 
activities amongst the unemployed. 
‘The Irish revolutionary Constance 
Markievicz campaigned for Maclean, 
as did Sylvia Pankhurst. A leaflet 
published by Pankhurst exposed the 
role of the Labour left and the CPGB. 
‘A protest by the unemployed had led 
the Poor Law Guardians in Poplar, 
London to call the police. The dire 
situation of the poor had led them to 
abandon the traditional and 
‘respectable’ methods of the labour 
movement; they had locked the 
Guardians in and demanded food 
and work. 52 people were wounded 
as a result of repoated police baton 
charges. The Guardians were ILP 
members overwhelmingly and two 
were members of the CPGB, Maclean 
called a counter-demonstration 
whan Wal Hannington of the CPGB 
spoke in Glasgow. Hannington 
attempted to explain away the inci- 
dent but such was the anger at the use 
of police against the unemployed 
that the meeting had to be aban- 
doned, Pankhurst described Maclean 
at this time: 


‘He had gathered around him latterly 
a big movement in Glasgow. When 
we saw him a month ago he was 
holding great meetings and seamed 
stronger and more confident than 


But Maclean had been weakened by 
years in gaol, brutal force-feeding 
‘and ceaseless political struggle, He 
died on 30 November 1923 aged 43 
and his funeral drew 10,000 mourn: 
fers. Lenin's words should serve as a 
epitaph to this courageous working 
class fighter. His memorial must b 
the movement he fought for: ‘Com 
munism is tho intelligence, con 
science and honour of our times’, 
Long live John Maclean! 

‘Michael McGrego 


Quy 
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In FRFI 150 (August/September 
11999), we described how the war in 
Serbia had forced Cuba to reject 
Aecisively a political alliance with 
European social democracy. Instead, 
‘we wrote, it was looking to Yorge 
new alliances, to create new anti- 
imperialist blocs, while at the same 
time maintaining an 
uncompromising political position’. 
‘The address by new Cuban foreign 
minister Felipe Roque to the 54th 
session of the United Nations General 
Assembly took a further step in this 
direction. 


Aworld of growing inequality 

‘Gathered here in this hall today are 
representatives of wealthy countries 
and also representatives’ of poor 
countries, who constitute the maj- 
ority... from countries whose per cap- 
ita Gross Domestic Product is $25,000 
‘and others where that'Rgure is a mere 
$300, And that difference fs growing.” 

Rogue points out that ifn handful 
of developed countries, accounting 
fora mere 20% of the world’s popula 
tion, can control 86% of its GDP, 82% 
Of its export markets, 68% of direct 
foreign investments and 74% of all 
the telephone lines on the planet 
then what is left for the remaining 
80% of the world's people. whose 
countries ‘were colonised and plun- 
dered for conturies to increase the 
wealth of the former metropolises’? 
How can we accept a world where 
900 million people go hungry and1.3 
billion live in poverty while 0 
wealthy minority squander $12bn on 
perfume and $17bn on pet food every 
year? 

It is laughable to speak of the great 
‘opportunities for trade and develo} 
‘ment opened up for poor countries 
the Internet when there are, for exam- 
‘over 600 telephone lines for 

1,000 people in the United 
States, Sweden and Switzerland, yet 
only one telephone per 1,000 people 
in Cambodia, Chad and Ajghanistan 

This obscene inequality is perpet- 
uated by the balance of power. 
reflected at the UN. 


“There are in this hall today represén- 
{atives of the Group of Seven coun- 
tries with a combined population of 
£85 million whose economies add up 
toa GDP of 20 trillion US dollars. 

“But also present are we represen- 
{atives of the other 181 countries with 
smote than five billion inhabitants and 
‘a combined GDP of barely 10 trillion 
dollars. 

‘Are we all equals? According to 
the Charter of the United Nations, 
yes. In real life, no. 


While the economies of the poor 
countries ara devoured by the unsus- 
tainable burden of a foroign debt that 
hhas reached almost two trillion dol- 
Jars and continues to grow, the US is 
permitied to live ‘with @ current 
account deficit that is now around 
$300 billion, without the IMF impos- 
ing upon it a single one of the severe 
economic adjustment programmes 
that aro impoverishing the third 


CUBA AT THE 
UNITED NATIONS: 
emanding justice 


world nations’. On the contrary 
north Americans ‘save less and 
spond more than anyone else in the 
world’. 


“In 1998, they imported $124 billion 
worth of cars and spent $8 billion. on 
cosmotics, largely due to the fact that 
they control 17.8% of the votes in the 
IMF, which gives them a virtual right 
of voto. ..How can we explain to the 
people of Tanzania, for example, that 
while this was happening, they were 
forced to spend nine times more on 
servicing the foreign debt than on 
primary health care, and four times 
more than on primary education?” 


‘Amore dangerous world 
“The current international economic 
system is not only profoundly unjust 
but absolutely unsustainable.” In its 
drive for profits, imperialism is 
devouring the planet. Since 1970, the 
world’s supply of drinking water has 
shrunk by 40% — yet there are today 
2.3 billion more people in the world 
Forests are being destroyed. Res- 
‘ources and technological develop- 
ments are used to export the 
unsustainable ‘irrational consump 
tion patterns’ of the wealthy nations 
to the developing countries, rather 
than diverted to ensure a decent stan- 
dard of living for all. 

Meanwhile, in a world dominated 
bya single military and technological 
power — the USA — ‘we are less safe 
today than during the difficult years 
of the Cold War.” The US-led NATO 
alliance views the rest of the world as 
its ‘Euro-Atlantic periphery and thus 
they will never have to endure the 
devastation of massive bombings by 
invisible attackers acting under what 
has come to be known as the New 
Strategic Concept of that aggressive 
military orgonisation.’ 

In a unipolar world, the biggest 
threat to the poor nations is the 
attempt to impose notions like the 
limitation of sovereignty and “huma- 
nitarian intervention’ — the new 
cloak for ruthless imperialist inter- 
ests, And, as Roque suggests in a 


clear reference to the bombing of 
Serbia, the Security Council has 
essentially acted as a conduit for 
those interests. He argues powerfully 
for reform of the Security Council ‘so 
that it serves the interests of all 
nations equally’. ta make it more 
transparent, more democratic and 
increase the number of permanent 
members so that the Third World 
‘countries, the majority of the world’s 
population, have someone to repre- 
sent them. Cuba is opposed to the 


UN votes against 
blockade 

For the eighth year running, an over- 
‘whelming majority ~ 157 countries 
"approved the annual United Nations vote 
‘condemning the US blockade of Cuba. 
Only two countries, the US's client state 
of Israel and the USA itself, voted for the 
‘biockade. This huge support shown for 
‘Cuba was, again, in spite of menacing 
letters sent to vanous governments by 
‘the US administration to attempt to force 
‘them to vote with the US. 


right of veto enjoyed by permanent 
members and-so routinely abused by 
the USA but argues that, if veto there 
rust be, its use be restricted so that 2 
single country cannot override the 
will ofall the other UN members. 


In order to survive we must oppose 
the view that we are merely the Euro- 
Atlantic periphery, and the labelling 
as a global threat of the problems we 
face as a consequence of colonialist 
underdevelopment and the con- 
sumerism of the wealthy countries. 
or even as a consequence of their 
recent or current policies. 


For a new and just world 
order 

“The wealth of the three richest peo- 
ple in the world is greater than the 
combined GDP of the 48 least devel- 
‘oped countries with their 600 million 


population, whose representatives 
are present in this hall today 
demanding jt 

‘Throughout Roque's speech runs the 


call to the oppressed to demand jus- 
tice: not a tinkering with the system 
buta new world order. 


“While some in this hall talk insis 
tently of the need for 2 new interna- 
tional financial architecture, our 
countries suffer the impact of a sys- 
tem that allows daily speculative 
operations amounting to $3 trillion. 
That architecture is beyond repair. It 
is not a question of renovating it but 
rather of demolishing it and building 
completely new one. 


The current “chaotic financial sys- 
tem’, this ‘ghost economy, which pro- 
duces nothing and is sustained by 
selling and buying things that do not 
exist’, needs to be demolished. The 
resources of the world and technolog- 
ical potential should be rationally 
and fairly distributed. Roque stresses 
again that the poor nations of the 
world need to unite for their very sur- 
vival. to challenge the world domi- 
nance of the US and prevent the 
World Trade Organisation from 


becoming a US ‘fiefdom' where the 
interests of a powerful minority are 
imposed to the detriment of a silent 
majority which is too divided. con- 
fused and unsuspecting to undes- 
stand the dangers of a cold and 


dogmatic liberalisation of world 
trade." 
US guilty of 


Following the lawsuit issued in May 
by Guba against the USA for human 
damages arising from its campaign of 
attrition against the Revolution, 
Roque throws down a new challenge 
to US imperialism. Detailing the 
human cost of the blockade, assass 
nation attempts, biological warfare 

s the USA. 
ide against 
the people of Cubs. He quotes the 
results of a study by the American 
Association for World Health 
(AAWH] in 1997: 


“Ithe blockade] appears to violate the 
most basic international charters and 
‘conventions governing human rights, 
including the UN Charter, the charter 
of the Organisation of American 
States and the articles of the Geneva 
Convention governing the treatment 
of civilians during wartime,,.the 
Geneva Convention. to which 165 
countries are parties, including the 
United States. require the free pas- 
sage of all medical supplies and food- 
stuffs intended for civilians in times 
of war, The US and Cuba are not at 
war...Nevertheless, the AAWH has 

stermined that the’ embargo's 
restrictions signify  the® deliberate 
blockading of the Cuban population’s 
access to food and medicine — in 
times of peace.” 


Roque lists the various articles of the 
Geneva Convention, including that 
which prohibits the starvation of 
civilians as a means of warfare, 
which have been trampled by the 
USA and concludes that 


“the economic blocksde imposed by 
the government of the United States 
‘on Cuba constitutes an international 
crime of genocide in accordance with 
the definition stipulated in the 
Convention and Punishment of the 
Grime of Genocide. adopted by the 
UN General-Assembly on 9 December 
1938." 


Cuba states its right to try the accused 
in its courts and calls on the interna 
tional community to support it in its 
struggle to ‘defend the most elemen- 
{al principles of justice, the right to 
life, peace and the freedom ofall peo- 
ples. 

Roque's speech was greeted with 
prolonged applause. Cuba's stance 
Clearly struck a chord with many rep- 
resentatives from the developing 
world, who queued up to congratu- 
late him. While in New York, Roque 
addressed a number of other meet- 
ings with ministers from third world 
countries. It is clear that in a world 
dominated by US hegemony, Cuba 
continues to give the lead in promot- 
ing an alternative alliance aimed at 
challenging imperialist domination 
and creating a fairer and more equal 
world forall. 


Cat Wiener 


Bacardi 
supports 
genocide 
BOYCOTT 
BACARDI 


In the run-up to the festive season, 
Bacardi advertising has been hard to 
miss. Unashamedly trading on its 
Cuban roots, it promotes Bacardi 
Rigo as ‘cut the Cuban way’, 

as ‘Established Cuba 1862'— despite 
the fact that Bacardi has neither pro- 
duced nor sold a drop of Cuban rum 
‘since fleeing the Revolution in 1960. 
itis now targeting youth - ‘entry-level 
drinkers’ in advertising-speak | — 
through a new aggressive marketing 
‘campaign. The angle the admen have 
come up with is to use boxing as a 
metaphor ~ again, trading on the fact 
that Cuba produces some of the best 
boxers in the world, no thanks to the 
crippling US blockade so enthusiasti- 
cally endorsed by Bacardi 

Round 1 will feature a £1.5 milion 
‘hard-hitting’ nationwide poster 
‘campaign aimed at 20-30 -year-olds, 
‘reinforcing Bacardi's stature & her- 
itage - established Cuba 1862". This 
is to be backed up by Round 2, a £7 
million TV and cinema campaign. But 
key is Round 3, with its ‘hit-squad 
‘sampling in 580 city centre young 
people's venues’ and ‘a massive 
spend through on-trade activity’ ~ 
giving out free Bacardi in pubs and 
clubs. Oh, and there will be free 
keyrings, car stickers and CDs 
too.The message? That Bacardi is 
001, hip and oh-so-very Cuban. But 
‘behind that glossy image are young 
Cubans. denied basic educational 
materials and medicines, let alone 
CDs and nightclubs, by a criminal 
blockade supported by Bacardi, The 
death and suffering caused by the 
blockade has led Cuba to charge the 
United States with pursuing a policy 
of institutionalised genocide against 
the island, To drink Bacardi is to sup- 
ort genocide. it's that simple. And 
that's the message we have to be 
taking to every one of the 580 ‘city 
centre young people's venues’ that 
Bacardi will be targetting over the 
coming period. 

We've already confronted Bacardi 
at Cardiff University’s ‘La fiesta de 
Bacardi’ promotion night, where we 
we were kicked off the premises for 
giving out Boycott Bacardi leaflets. 
Let us know of any Bacardi promo- 
tion nights in your area and we can 
help organise an intervention. if 
you're in London, join us on 18 


page 14 for details of the Boycott 
Bacardi campaign). 

Other Bacardi products to avoid 
include: Martini, Dewar's Scotch and 
Bombay Sapphire gin. 

Richard Roques 
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‘Lenin recognised the importance ofthe rte of 
‘he labour aristocracy and the split in socialism 


Acentury of war and revolution 
passes. Sacrifice on a scale 
unimaginable at the start of the 
twentieth century has failed to 
deliver the planet from 
capitalism. Valuable experiences 
have been achieved with lessons 
for the century to com 
Socialism has raised its banner, 
only to have it torn down. For as 
long as capitalism exists it will 
deny the achievements of 
socialism In the twentieth 
century, but they will haunt it, 
until finalty capitalism is 
surpassed by socialism. TREVOR 
RAYNE examines the lessons of 
100 years of struggle. 


continued into the twentioth 
century. This terrific resource 
and creativity has produced a century 
exceeding all others in wars ~~ 
and war dead: over 110 million 
times as many as killed in wars in the 
preceding century. Human productiv- 
ity has accelerated beyond anything 
recognisable in earlier epochs. In 
1900 world gross domestic product 
stood at $1 tzllion; today itis approx- 
imately $40 trillion (at 1990 $ prices) 
In the first 50 years output quadru- 
pled, in the last 50 years it has grown 
tenfold, Amidst this vast production 
of wealth, 80 countries — almost half 
the countries of the world — are get 
ting poorer. One billion of the planet’ 
six billion people cannot moot their 
daily needs to survive; one in five 
have to live on less than a dollar (62 
pence) a day. Half the warld lives on 
less than $2 a day. In 1820 people in 
Britain had six times the income per 
head that people in Ethiopia have 
today. Almast 200 years ago, before 
most of the great benefits of empire 
and industrial revolution, British peo- 
ple's incomes exceeded the incom 
of one third of the world’s countries 
today. To talk of progress, of develop- 
ment for much of humanity in this 
century isa li. 

The great forces of production 
brought into the twontioth century 
now threaten to destroy the capitalist 
relations of production that direct 
their use. All that capitalism achieves 
is tured against humanity and the 
planet. Just as the productive forces 
offer the prospect of release from 
want and deprivation, so they are 
used to generate new reckless wants 
among youth. The poor are encour 
aged to imitate the excesses of the 
richest country in the world, while 
basic needs are left untended. World 
expenditure on marketing now 
‘exceeds half that spent on education. 
‘The number of televisions per head of 
population has doubled in twenty 
years. Films and TV shows are now 
the USA's biggest export. In the last 
thirty years computers, satellites and 
telecommunications have combined 
to transform communications. They 
are turned to warfare, the tyranny of 
the $55 trillion derivatives market 
and the $1.5 trillion a day currency 
casino. In 1998 the click of a mouse 
wiped $2 trillion off world output: 13 
million people were thrown out of 
work in East Asia and real wages cut 
by 40-60% in Indonesia. Global 
organised crime is estimated to gross 
$15 trillion a year, about the size of 
British economy. Police and gov- 

are entwined as the radius 

jer expands. Money launder- 
International 

of world 


he dazzling scientific advances 
marking the nineteenth century 


END OF THE CENTU 


War and 
revolution: 


so its products are directed in a sys- 
tomatic war against the sustainability 
of human life upon planet Earth. 
Water availability is 60% of its 1970 
levels. Forest coverage is also down 
40% in 30 years. Global warming 
accelerates, deserts spread, species 
loss proceeds. Storms grow in fre- 
quency and intensity: flooding, devas- 
tation, crop failures. Air pollution 
Kills three million people a year, the 
incidence of cancer increases, new 
cancers appear, diseases though! to be 
eradicated rotum to places they rav- 
aged a hundred years ego. As the pro- 
ductive forces are developed so the 
relations of production demand of 
them ever more irrational and 
destructive uses — nature takes its 
revenge 

‘What fate awaits us if we do not 
change course? Just when the mad 
destruction of nature must be slowed 
down, capitalism: presses harder on 
the accelerator. Warning signals have 

ars. Is human 
ity unable to save itself? Will half the 
planet accept their function of ensur- 
ing the well-being of a parasitical 
elite? Will they accept hunger and 
hopelessness, being objects of pity 
and charity — or are they going to do 
something about it? Are the only 
routes out of poverty and despair 
going to be crowded with gangsters 
and murder, or are the oppressed 
going to recognise their common 
enemy and combine to remove it? 

The majority of scientists are 
employed by multinational corpora- 
tions. Is the mass of humanity going to 
allow science to be used by these 
monsters to find diabolical new ways 
of exploiting and killing us, or are we 
going to take science and use it to 
solve our problems? 

If people will not resist. then social- 
{sm was a fine idea but it has no future. 
If people want to fight, thoy need 
socialism if they are going to win, 


Imperialism: monopolies and 
militarism 

What socialism has to offers «theory 
about how the world develops and 
guide to how to change it. It offers the 
most complete understanding of soci- 
ety and conforms with the interests of 
themany not the few. 

Lenin saw capitalism develop into 
imperialism as the twentieth century 
began. All the achievements of capi- 
talism in raising living standards in a 
handful of oppressor nations have 
been bought by the misery of many 
more people in the majority of 
oppressed nations. Central to imperi 
alism and the twentieth century hat 
bean giant monopolies that dominate 
capitalist production and markets 
These, not the lies about frme markets 
and competition, dictate reality. A 
mere handful of companies control the 
world trades in oil, grain, metals, cot- 
ton, sugar, telecommunications etc. 

‘The combined assets of Deutsche 
Bank. UBS and Citibank exceed the 
ritish economy. Shell is 


bigger than Greece, General Motars 
bigger than Thailand and Wal-Mart 
bigger than Colombia, comparing 
company sales with national eco- 
nomies. These monopolies must 
expand or die. They are thrown into 
conflict, spheres of influence are 
fought over and states mobilised to 
pitch armies into battle. The forces of 
production become the forces of 
destruction. Monopoly capitalism is 
distinguished by a maximum devo- 
tion to militarism and a minimum 
fondness for peace. 

In the first decade of the twentieth 
century, Britain, Germany and the 
USA carved up Samoa. Britain 
annexed Somalia, Tibet, the Boer re- 
publics in South Africa and large 
parts of Africa; the USA annexed Col- 
ombia, Panama, Haiti and the Domi- 
ican Republic: Japan seized Korea 
and part of Sakhalin island; Belgium 
took the Gongo; France got Thailand, 
parts of Africa and so on. On the eve 
of the last decade of the century the 
USA mounted its biggest military 
operation since Vietnam to invade 
sma. In the last decade of the cen- 
i$ troops were deployed and 
then withdrawn from Somalia; they 
re-entered Haiti and Colombia. 
France, Britain and the USA man- 
‘oeuvre behind local armies in the bat- 
tle for the Congo. BP has taken back in 
the Caucasus what it had to surrender 
to the Bolshoviks, and Shell has 
bought into Kazakhstan's gas 
reserves, The former socialist coun- 
tries are pounced upon by these 
wolves, Yugoslavia tor limb from 
limb. US and British planes continue 
to patrol the Iraqi skies, enforcing a 
blockade that kills 4,000 tragi babies 
and children a month. The symme- 
tries between the beginning and the 
end of the century are disgusting. 
What testimony to the reactionary, 
destructive role of capitalism today 
and vindication of Lenin's analysis, 

The century of mass production 
produces violence and barbarity on a 
scale never seon before. The First 
World War cost $2.85 trillion and 
took 10 million lives, including over 
one million British lives, 3.16 million 
German lives and six million Russian 
lives. The Second World War cost $4 
trillion and took 80 million lives, 
including 450,000 British lives, 
408,000 US lives, two million 
Japanese lives, 6,22 million German 
lives, 6 million Jewish lives and 23-27 
million Russian lives. It closed with 
the threat of global annihilation in the 
mushroom clouds over Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. The explosive power of 
the current nuclear stockpile is 1,600 
times the explosive power used in 
World War Two. It cost over $9 tri 
Tion. Does humanity accept this cen- 
tury as a model to be built on, are we 
going to pul up with more of the 
same? It is not possible. 

Inter-imperialist rivalry is intensi 
fying: the different positions taken in 
the Gulf War, the scramble for the 
Balkans, the recurring threats of trade 


War, revived military budgets point to 
a cataclysm beyond even the horrors 
of the twentieth century. ‘The fro- 
quency of wars is accelerating: in the 
1950s the annual average number of 
wars was 10; in the 1970s 10-20; in 
the 1990s the average is over 30, Two 
world wars bought only a temporary 
respite for capitalism, Its underlying 
structural problems. remain unre- 
solved. 


The Bolshevik Revolution 
"The actuality of the revolution: this is the 
core of Lenin’s thought and his decisive link 
with Marx Lukacs 


Lenin saw that imperialism alters the 
structure of the bourgeoisie and prole- 
tariat, Superprofits are used to create a 
labour aristocracy in tho working 
class, a section of the class with an 
{interest in imperialism, This has been 
the mainstay of stability for capitalist 
rule in imperialist nations and critical 
in allowing the bourgeoisie to wage 
war against the oppressed people, 
The division in the working class has 
its political expression in the davel- 
‘opment of social democracy. Social 
democratic parties dragooned the 
working class into the First World 
War and have been effective instru- 
ments of capitalist rule since, sup- 
porting war efforts from the North of 
Ireland to the Gulf, the Malvinas/ 
Falkland Islands to the Balkans. 

‘The October 1917 Russian Revo- 
lution was made against the war poli- 
cies of the social democratic 
government. Its slogans of ‘Peace, 
and and bread’ and “All powerto the 
Soviets’ are needed by the mass of 
humanity today. ‘The Bolshoviks 
nationalised tho banks and the land, 
workers took control of the factories, 
inherited wealth was abolished, equal 
rights for women proclaimed and the 
church separated from the state, The 
poor took command. Kighteen foreign 
armies invaded Russia, The RAF 
gassed Red Army troops at Archangel. 
By 1922 the internal and extemal 
armed counter-revolutionaries had 
bbeen defeated by tho Red Army led by 
Leon Trotsky. The socialist revolution 
swept through the old Tsarist empire 
and the Soviet Union was created. 
Germany's revolution was drowned 
in blood in 1919 and ts loaders Rosa 
Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht mur- 
dered by the social democratic gov- 
comment. Nevertheless, although the 
failure in Germany was a terrible 
blow, Lenin credited the international 
working class with doing enough to 
weaken’ the hand of imperialism, 
thereby allowing the new socialist 
state to survive. 

With series of five-year plan the 
Soviet people eliminated poverty and 
hunger raised: education. standards 
and reached a level of production able 
to compete with imperialism, This 
was a tremendous achiovement for @ 
previously poor, mainly rural, semi- 
feudal country. Under imperialism 
Russia would have sunk into the dis- 


the 20th century 
Struggle for socialism 


‘The Cubans have not renounced the principles of socialism. 


‘ress inflicted on India or Brazil 

Whatever its problems the Soviet 
Union was an inspiration to humanity 
and source of progross. Its very exis 
tence was a warning to the capitalists, 
‘an incentive for them to make conces- 
sions when they could afford them, 
such as welfare expenditure in the 
imperialist countries and formal inde- 
pendence in the colonies, The exis- 
tenco of the Soviet Union created 
space in which anti-colonial struggles 
could advance. 

‘The costs bomo by the Soviet peo- 
ple in defence of their Jand and state 
fre staggering: what a dobt is owed 
them for confronting and repulsing 
{80% of the Nazi army stationed on the 
eastern front. As the Red Army drove 
‘on towards Berlin, the US and British 
ruling classes mobilised not to defeat 
fascism but to defend their interests as 
‘much from socialism as from German 
and Japanese imperialism. British, US 
and other European governments 
‘wore content to stand by and watch 
German and Italian fascists support 
‘Spanish fascism against democracy in 
1936-39 when 1.2 million people 
were killed. Communists and the 
Soviet Union gave the greatest sup- 

to Spanish democracy. 
i role in defeating fascism 
in Europe was and is an inspiration. 
Between 1945 and 1948 100 million 
people in eight countries over a quar 
ter of Europe’s land area joined the 
socialist camp. To the east China was 
about to rise up, History was turning 
towards socialism. Humanity was 
hauled back from an abyss of capital- 
ism's own making 


The national liberation 
struggles 

For much of the last half-century the 
main battle between imperialism and 
socialism has been fought out in the 
oppressed nations, in the struggle for 
ational liberation. For China the cost 


‘was over five million people killed in 
the war against Japanese occupation, 
and 1.5 million people killed in wars 
between the pro-US Kuomintang gov- 
ernment and the Chinese communists 
before the Poople's Repablic was 
declared in 1949. The Long March of 
1934-35 led by Man Zedong is an epic 
of military history and human 
endurance whose impact will rever 
berate through the coming century 
Four million people were killed in 
Korea between 1951-53 resisting US 
and British-led forces. Chinese volun- 
teers helped roll back the invaders to 
South Korea. In 1959 Cuba rose up 
right under the noses of US imperial- 
ism. Horribly surprised, the US 
mounted the 1961 Bay of Pigs inva- 
sion which was quickly overcome. 
With Soviet help, the Cuban revolu- 
tion survived. From 1964-73 Vietnam 
and Indochina withstood three times 
‘as much destructive fire-power from 
the USA as was unleashed by all sides 
in World War Two. Four million peo- 
ple were killed before the Vietnamese 
claimed victory in 1975. In the wake 
of the Vietnamese advance'a revolu- 
tionary wave swept through thirteen 
countries between 1974-80: Laos, 
Cambodia, Afghanistan, Iran, Ethic- 
pia, Angola, Mozambique, Guinea- 
Bissau, Sao Tome, Cape Verde, 
Zimbabwe, Grenada and Nicaragua. 
Imperialism marshalled its response. 
How the socialist bloc responded 
would be crucial 


Counter-offensive and 
retreat 

Social democracy in the main imperi- 
alist nations did nothing to help the 
newly-liberated countries, It sided 
with imperialism. During the first half 
of the 1980s the US military bombed 
and shelled Lebanon/Syria and Libya 
with impunity and invaded Grenada 
in 1983, The most reactionary and 
racist killers from El Salvadar to 


Angola, Cambodia to Afghanistan 
were plied with money and weapons 
and social democrecy in Europe 
hardly murmured. Over one million 
people were killed in Mozambique, 
three quarters ofa million in Angola, a 
quarter of a million in Central 
America and 15 million | in 
‘Afghanistan to drive these peoples 
‘away from socialism. When popular 
revolts did occur in Haiti and the 
Philippines, imperialism acted quick- 
lyto replace its unpopular front men 
Duvalier and Marcos, to retain con- 
trol. Between 1980-88 not one revolu- 
tionary movement came to power. 

US military spending in the early 
1980s was triple the rate of the late 
1970s. It was paid for by huge borrow- 
ing, funded by west European and 
Japanese purchases of dollars and 
investments in the USA. By this time 
Soviet military spending consumed 
17% of national income. Imperialism 
intended to break the Soviet Union 
with record military budgets and by 
raising the costs of supporting the 
national —[iberation movements. 
Between 1950-70 Soviet industrial 
production grew at triple the rate of 
US industrial production. but by the 
late 1970s the Soviet economy was 
lagging behind the main capital 
countries. During the 1970s the USA 
proposed a policy of ‘linkage’ in 
which arms reductions would be 
‘exchanged for shifis in Soviet policy 
towards the Third World. These were 
deals similarto that struck by the USA 
and Soviet Union over Cuba in 1962 
when the Soviet Union agreed to 
remove missiles from Cuba in 
exchange for an assurance that the 
USA would not invade the island. 

Soviet premier Kruschev's 1956 


‘peaceful coexistence’ with capital- 
ism, but with ‘competition’ between 
the two systems. tumed into 
Andropov's 1983 line that Third 
World socialist states would have to 


rely on their own resources; this 
turn was superseded by Gorbachev's 
‘common human interest” of the dif- 
ferent systems and their “commion 
class interests’ as. “interdependent 
states’ — a far cry from Marx and 
Lenin's understanding of the preda- 
tory nature of capitalism. By 1986-87 
Soviet New Thinking had_it that 
imperialism was not necessarily hos- 
tile to socialism: capitalism could 
flourish in the Third World — witness 
the Asian Tigers: Third World revolu- 
tions did not aid the security and 
development of the Soviet Union and 
‘Third World socialist states should 
join the world market to develop. 
Conferences were held in Mescow to 
overcome the divisions between the 
communist and social democratic 
parties — divisions that Lenin insisted 
‘upon. This is the road that was fol- 
lowed: from international class sol 

darity of the workers and oppressed to 
desertion of the southern African rev- 
olution: to encouraging the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation in 1988 to 
Come to a ‘two states’ deal with Israel: 


to withdrawal from Afghanistan in 
1989 and then on to unbridled Great 
Russian chauvinism attacking 
Chechnya, nationalism and racist 
rife in the former Soviet republics. 

Itis said that socialism failed in the 
Soviet Union and easter Europe 
because it was overthrown or commit 
ted suicide. Capitalism has never suc- 
ceeded there except for a_ small 
minority of people. ft is said that the 
socialist experiments in the different 
states and republics failed, what does 
capitalist success look like? In 1999 
Russia's national income is forecast to 
be $167 billion, making it. smaller 
than Belgium's, a country of 14 mil- 
ion people. Russian oulput is now 
half the 1991 level, Of 12 former 
Soviet republics all have undergone a 
fall in output: Ukraine down 65%, 
Moldova 70%. For eight of the 
republics outpat has halved or more 
than halved. Of 13 east European 
countries, 10 have seen output drop: 
Latvia down 40%, Bulgaria 34% otc. 
All of this destruction has taken place 
under policies of privatisation, price 
Hiberalisation, trade liberalisation, 
introduction of competition, banking 
reforms and introduction of stock 
markets 

Russia is now the most unequal 
society in the world in terms of wealth 
distribution. Its health and education 
services are wrecked. Life expectancy 
among Russian males has fallen more 
precipitously than for any other coun- 
try recorded in peacetime, from over 
85 to under 38. Western fnman rights 
groups report that torture is now rou- 
tine in Russian police stations, Half of 
all detainees are subjected to asphyxi- 
ution, beatings and electric. shocks. 
‘This is the triumph of capitalism and 
failure of socialism. 

The Russian revolution lost many 
af its best workers defeating counter- 
revolution and fascism, Tho bour- 
geiosie entered the communist 
porties, self-serving careerists who 
turned those parties into means of 
securing privileges above those of the 
workers. The working class lost con- 
trol of the party and the state. 
Workers’ democracy, s0 critical for 
the advance of the revolution, was 
lost to a caste of party officials, state 
and industrial managers, scientific 
and cultural workers. In short, cay 
talist norms and relations of produ 
tion reasserted themselves. It would 
only be time before their political 
expression reared up to challenge the 
state when it became a barrier to their 
enrichment. 


‘The century ahead 

Were capitalism able to. meet the 
needs of humanity then there would 
be n0 need for socialism. If capitalism 
is able to raise living standards for the 
majority of people in the imperialist 
countries then there is little prospect 
of a struggle for socialism here. 
However, capitalism cannot meet the 
needs of ihe majority of people and is 
increasingly unable to meet the needs 


of a growing proportion of the people 
in the imperialist countries 
Inequality is growing, poverty is 
growing in Britain, USA, France, 
Germany, Japan, Sweden etc. Grisis is 
confronting the system. 

Financial instability precedes 
depression, The 1929, Wall Street 
Grash resulted in a 65% drop in world 
trade within four years. By 1932 capi- 
talist countries had up to 50 million 
unemployed. Germany's unemploy- 
tment rate reached 44% with a further 
26% on part-time work, Fearing revo- 
lution, Deutsche Bank and. Dresdner 
Bank swung behind Hitler and the 
Nazis to save German capitalism, 
Ultimately, this is where capitalism 
Jeads if tis not seplaced by socialism. 

In 1987 over $500 billion was 
wiped off Wall Street in a single day. 
‘The Chicago futures derivatives mar 
ket dropped 36% in two days. 
Tokyo's Nikkei Dow market fell 49% 
in 1990; it is now less than one third 
of its 1990 level, In 1995 came the 
Mexican peso crisis with its $50 bil- 
lion bail-out, 1998 saw the Asian 
Tigers crash in a massive implosion of 
debt: there followed the collapse of 
the Russian banking system, then the 
threat of Brazil's banking system 
being blown away in this blizzard of 
speculation, Half of all US hous, 
holds now own shares worth $7 tril- 
lion, 40% of the US stock market 
Theirificomes, pensions, standards of 
living are resting on this precipice. 
One more speculative storm and 
poverty may not be the curse of « few 
in the midst of plenty, it will be the lot 
of the majority. Then where will the 
people turn? Will fascism once mora 
wade through the rubble into. world 


Socialism lives in Cuba 
Socialism's hanner still flies in Cuba. 
Tho Cubans have not renounced the 
principles of socialism. ‘This small 
Country has not surrendered to impe- 
Fialism, Cuba showed the world 1 

spirit of Che Guevara and internation- 
alism when Cuban soldiers repulsed 
the South African Defence Force from 
the capital of Angola in 1975 and then 
broke its teeth at Cuito Cuanavale in 
1988 when most of the socialist bloc 
were getting ready to surrender 
Guided by socialism, not one school 
or hospital has been closed in Cuba 
despite the merciless US blockade 
and the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
Cuba's people have not had their lives 
plunged into ruinous poverty as 
have the people of the former Soviet 
Union, Imperialism ensures that they 
have difficulties, but in Cuba the 
priority is not private profit, the 
enrichment of a few at the expense 
of the many, but social solidarity 
Cuba sees itself rallying the oppressed 
against imperialism, Struggling 
against the tide, we can learn from 
Cuba's example, This is the trench 
from which we can turn the tide. With 
the defiance of Fidel Castro: Socialism 
orDeath. : 
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[The wretchedness of religion is at 
ce an expression of and a protest 
jainst real wretchedness, Religion 
§ the sigh of an oppressed creature, 
he heart of a heartless world and the 
sul of soulless conditions. itis the 
pum of the people, 3 


\Contnbution tthe itque of Heget's 
Bescsapiy of Right" 1644 


...in general, people cannot be 
berated as long as they are unable 
5 obtain food and drink, housing and 
dothing in adequate quality and 


pantity.9 
Be cermin eoogy 1045-146 


}The ideas of the ruling class are in 
wery epoch the ruling ideas: ie the 
£235, which isthe ruling material 
erce of society is at the same time its 
uling intellectual force. 3 

Se German ectoay 


{Long before me bourgeois 
sstorians had described the 

Sstorical development ofthis class 
truggle and bourgeois economists 
pe economic anatomy of classes. 
Phat | did that was new was to prove: 
that the existence of classes is only 
pund up with the particular historical 
pases in the development of 
roduction; 2 that the class struggle 
ecessarily leads to the dictatorship 
fthe proletariat; 3 that this 
Sctatorship itself constitutes the 
ansition to the abolition of all 

jasses and to a classless society. 3 
porto J Weyeemeyer 5 March 1852 


jin the social production which men 
ary on they enter definite relations 
pat are indispensable and 
sdependent of their will; these 
sations of production correspond to 
definite stage of development of 
beir material powers of production. 
he sum total of these relations of 
roduction constitutes the economic 
sructure of society -the real 
pundation, on which rise legal and 
pltical superstructures and to which 
orrespond definite forms of social 
onsciousness. The mode of 
roduction in material life determines 
ne general character of the social, 
elitical and spiritual processes of 

fe Itis not the consciousness of men 
nat determines their existence, but 
p the contrary, their social existence 
etermines their consciousness. 9 
wa fe Cantroution tthe Ctigue of 
pe Emma, 1859, 

dave become more and more 
pevinces — anc the only question is 
pre Dus comacton home t the 
pis working cess - thet fcan 
peer Go anySang Gecsive here in 
agland until # separates its policy 
= regard to Iretand most definitely 
pm the policy of the ruling class, 

#5 & not only makes common cause 
> the Irish but actually takes the 
ative in dissolving the Union 
tablished in 1801 and replacing it 
{2 free federal relationship. 3 

mrt Kage, 29 Noveber 1869 


the first short biography of Karl 
Marx could be said to have 
been produced by his great 
friend and collaborator Fred- 
erick Engels on 17 March 1883 in a 
speech heard by the ten other people 
gathered together in Highgate Ceme- 
tery for Marx's funeral. It offers very 
clear guidelines to those who would 
take it upon themselves to write fature 
biographies. Marx, said Engels, was 
before all else a revolutionary: 
‘His ‘real mission in life was to con- 
tribute, in one way or another, to the 
overthrow of capitalist society and of 
the state institutions which it had 
brought into being, to contritrute to the 
liberation of the modern proletariat 
which he was the first to make con- 
scious of its own position and its 
needs, conscious of the conditions of 
its emancipation. Fighting was his ele- 
ment, And he fought with a passion. a 
tenacity and a success such as few 
could rival” 


So the appearance of yet another biog: 
raphy of Karl Marx, this time by 
Guardian columnist Francis Wheen,* 
claiming that ‘it is time to strip away 
the mythology and rediscover Karl 
Marx the man’ (pt), should put us on 
our guard. For Marx the man cannot be 
separated from his real mission in life 

ad the dedication and commitment 
thet invariably accompanied it 


Faint praise 


ther ‘commod- 
niche. 
tabloid-style denunciation of 
nd his works would have lit 
leage. Neither would a revolu- 
tionary vindication of Marx. Wheen 
knows his punters ~ he writes weekly 
for them in The Guardian. They reject 
‘Thatcherism and a Labour Party gone 
Thatcherite. They are disturbed by 
tuntrammelled market forces, corporate 
domination, financial speculation and 
increasing stress and insecurity at 
work, They are alarmed by environ- 
‘mental destruction and Third World 
poverty but want well-stocked super 
markets supplied by global markets 
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They want fo see change but not revo- 
lutionary change. Wheea's Karl Marx 
isthe man for the job. 

When tells us that the more he 
studied Marx, the more topical he 
seemed to be. Marx was already on to 
‘globalisation in 1848. Long after Marx 
had been written off by fashionable lib- 
erals and post-modernist leftists, a 
wealthy investment banker, writing in 
the New Yorker in October 1997, con- 
sidered Marx to be ‘the next big 
thinker’ with much to teach us about 
political corruption, monopolisation. 
alienation, inequality and global mar 
kets (pp). 

The Economic and Philosophical 
Manuscripts (1844), Wheen argues. 
reveal the ‘workings of a ceaselessly 
inquisitive, subtle and undogmatic 
mind’. They demonstrate how alien- 
ation and poverty, growing concentra- 
tion of capital, intense competition 
and overproduction are ever present 
features of capitalist society even 
under favourable conditions of grow: 
ing wealth (pp68-70). The Communist 
Manifesto (1848) foresaw’ globalisa- 
tion. When quotes liberally from the 
well-known passages: The bourgeoisie 
has resolved personal worth into 
exchange value, and in place of the 
numberless Indefeasible chartered 
freedoms has set up that single, uncan- 
scionable freedom — Free Trade’. The 
exploitation of the world market has 
given a cosmopolitan character to pro- 
duction and consumption in every 
country. The intellectual creations of 
individual nations become common 
property. Constant revolutionising of 
production, uninterrupted disturbance 
of all social conditions, everlasting 
uncertainty distinguish the bourgeois 
epoch from all earlier ones (pp120- 
122). None of When's points are origi- 
nal. They were all made during the 
many discussions of the Communist 
‘Manifesto on the 150th anniversary of 
its publication in 1998, 

The Communist Manifesto was. 
however, written for the Communist 
League whase aim, adopted at its sec 
ond congress, was ‘the overthrow of 
the bourgeoisie. the rule of the prole 
tariat, the abolition of bourgeois soci- 


ety which rests on the antagonism of 
classes, and the foundation of a new 
society without classes and without 
private property (p118).’ This, clearly. 
is far too radical for run-ofthe-mill 
Goardian readers. And yet. it is all 
there in the Communist Manifesto. 
‘What the bourgeoisie, therefore pro- 
duces, above all, is its own gravedig- 
gers. Its fall and the victory of the pro- 
Tetariat are equally inevitable’ (p120}, 
‘And not only there, but also in Marx's 
major scientific work on capitalist soci- 
ty, Capital, as an historical tendency 
of capitalist accumulation. “The mono- 
poly of capital becomes a fetter upon 
the mode of production...Centrali- 
sation of the means of production and 
socialisation of labour at last reach 3 
point where they become incompatible 
with their capitalist integument. Thus 
integument is burst asunder. The knell 
of capitalist private property sounds. 
‘The expropriators are expropristed.’? 

When is quick to reassure his read- 
ers, With the complacency that hind- 
sight allows, he states that at the time 
af the Manifesto, what Marx took to be 
capitalism's death throes ‘were in fact 
nothing more than birthpangs’, even 
though, as Whoon acknowledges. revo- 
lution did break out within days of the 
Manifesto's publication across much of 
continental Europe. ‘But it was doused 
just as quickly and bourgeois. tri 
‘umphalism began its long reign.” So 
not to worry dear readers! “Marx's opti 
mism was misplaced, even though his 
‘vision of the global market was uncan- 
nily prescient (pp121-2), 


Whimsical tomfoolery 


So how could Marx be so wrong and 
yet so right? Here, When is simply out 
of his depth and takes refuge in 
sophistry so reminiscent of his 
columns in The Guardian. He com- 
pares Marx's thinking to thet of a chess 
player who, in working out how he 
will checkmate his opponent six 
moves ahead, fails to notice that his 


‘The philosophers have only interp 


The millennium is possibly 
supposed anniversary of the 
mark the occasion: millenni 
theme park. The bourgeois 
greatest this or that with little: 
is to make more profits, the bi 
opportunity while the vast maj 
we mark the new century ani 
work, alongside Frederick En: 
needs all humanity. Such a cl 

Marx described communi: 
still haunting, and even 117 
Marx's life and thought. Belo 
our readers a selection of 


opponent can mate him far sooner, It 
requires the other plaver to maks.a mis- 
take if Marx is to win. Propitiously 
‘Manx had similar problems with actual 
games of chess. In support of his argu- 
ment. Whoon conjures up a comrade of 
Marx, Wilhelm  Liebknocht. who 
recalls that. in chess, Marx's technique 
vwas to try “to make up what he lacked 
in science by zeal, impetuousness of 
attack and surprise’ (no source given), 
a description, When says. ‘that might 
be applied to the Communist Mani 

festo’ (p123), 

But what of Capital? Can that be dis 
missed so shamelessly? Here Wheen 
simply threshes around. like @ drunk 
unexpectedly fallen into a swimming 
pool, “More use-value and indeed 
profit can...be derived from Capital if 
it is read as a work of the imagination: 
A Victorian melodrama, or a vast 
Gothic novel whose ‘heroes ara 
enslaved and consumed by the mon- 
ster they created....: or pehaps a satir- 


cal utopia like Swift's land of 
Houyhnhinms...”(p305) He goes on to 
say that the absurdities in Capital 


while reflecting the madness of the 
subject, not the author, should be 
treated like a. shaggy-dog story. The 
first chapter should be regarded as a 
ppicaresque odyssey through the 
realms of higher nonsense’ It reminds 
Wheen of the last lines of Marx's 
beloved Tristram Shandy: 


— La! said my mother. what is all 
this story about? 
~ A Cock and a Bull said Yorick:~and 
one of the best of its kind ever heard. 
(p307) 
It is mot Capital which is full of 
‘abstruse explanations and whimsical 
tomfoolery’ (p308) but this biography 
of Marx that has got out ofits depth. 
‘Wheen makes great play of the influ- 
ence of Marx's extensive literary read- 
ing on his work. But like the nonsense 
above avorplays his hand. The opening 
passages of the 18th Brumaire were 
teken, almost word for word. from a 


RL MARX 


irgeoisie sees the 


ter Engels wrote to Marx on 3 Dec 
ber 1851 and were not directly con- 
acted with a passage from Marx's 
}ouristic novel’ written under the 
of Tristram Shandy. (p26). 
ngement’ and ‘alienation’ of 
n labour in Marx’s economic 
‘had roots in German romantic 
‘and later Hogelian_philoso- 
. Such literary parallels as Mary 
lley’s Frankenstein, a monster 
hich tums against its creator, were 
d by Marx in his letters and writ- 
as a literary device to illuminate 
fs point (p71), This has been noted, 
mut the exaggeration and hyper- 
‘of Wheen, in a serious work of 
pholarship, Karl Marx and World 
ature by 8 § Prawer (1976), a book 

en refers to only once and briefly. 


the beginning of this biography. 
peen tells us how his many friends 
ded him with pity and incredulity 
wanting to write a biography of 
ch an apparently discredited, out- 
ded and irrelevant figure as Karl 
Countless wiseacres, after all, 

d declared that we had reached the 
d of history and communism was as 
das Marx himself. They see the 
-curdling threat with which Marx 
neluded the Communist Manifesto 
‘no more than a quaint historical 
ic: ‘Lot the ruling classes tremble at a 
eununist revolution. The proletari- 
have nothing to lose but their 
gins. Thoy havo a world to win. 
ing men of all countries. unite!’ 
they add: “The only fetters bind- 
the working class today are mock- 
-watches, but these latter day pro- 
farians have much else they'd hate to 
= — microwave ovens, holiday time- 
es and satellite dishes. They have 
t their council houses and their 
ares in privatised utilities; they 
de a nice little windfall when their 
flding society turned into a bank. In 


ted the world in various ways; the point however is to change it’ 


emptiest of bourgeois celebrations. It marks the 
of Jesus Christ, but the ruling class is unsure how to 
domes, fireworks, ferris wheels — all the trash of the 
have trailed the last thousand years in 
aning or purpose. In a society where the highest ideal 
lennium as another money-making 
rity of humankind has little to celebrate. As communists, 
‘the new millennium with a tribute to Karl Marx whose 
;, gave hope that society can be changed to meet the 

e would really give all of us cause for celebration. 
as a ‘spectre’ haunting the bourgeoisie. That spectre is 
irs after his death, the ruling class would like to trivialise 
)we review their latest attempt, a ‘biography’, and offer 


rll express the Marxist purpose. 


rch of the 


short, we are all bourgeois now. Even 
the British Labour Party has tured 
Thatcherite(p4) 

Despite all this, the steadfast Wheen 
carried on to write this. biograp! 
although he appears to share the dis 
paraging view of the ‘countless wise- 
acres’ about the proletariat, at least in 
countries like this one. ‘In the England 
of today toffs and workers alike buy 
their food from Tesco superstores and 
watch the National Lottery draw on 
Saturday nights’ (p206).. At the same 
time, towards the end of his book, he 
makes an intelligent defence of Marx's 
position on the ‘progressive immisere- 
tion’ ofthe proletariat in the chapter on 
the General Law of Capital Accumu- 
lation, pointing out that the pauperism 
referred to is not of the entire prole- 
tariat but the “lowest sediment” of 
society — the unemployed. the ragged. 
the sick. the old, the widows and 
orphans.’ These are the ‘incidental 
expenses’ which must be paid by the 
working population and the petty 
bourgeoisie, And, he asks, can anyone 
deny that such’ an underclass. still 
exists? Likewise. he states, Marx was 
predicting a relative decline of wages 
When he wrote “in proportion as capi- 
tal accumulates, the situation of the 
worker, be his payment high or low. 
must grow worse” — a point self- 
dently true. But, other than saying 
Marx's definition of poverty is as much 
spiritual as economic, this is all hang- 
ing in the air and in n0 way contributes 
to an understanding of the political 
role of the working class. (pp249-301), 

Wheen tells us that even Marx 
view of the English proletariat ‘ascil- 
lated between reverence and scorn’. So 
Marx could laud the British workers’ 
support for the North in the American 
Civil War and, after @ Hyde Park 
demonstration in July 1866, rail 
against their moderation in a letter to 
Engels, arguing that only after a really 
bloody encounter with the ruling pow- 
ers would 'these thick-headed John 
Bulls’ get anywhere. Wheen cannot 


1818-1883 
» all else a revolutionary 


throw any further light on this. 


Ridiculously. he quotes the historian 
Keith Thomas who suggests that ‘the 
like 


preoccupation with gardening, 
that with pets, fishing and ot 
hobbies...helps to explain the relative 
lack of radical and political impulses 
among the British proletariat” (p206) 
Yet the very writings and letters of 
Marx and Engels which Wheen cites 
hold the key to an understanding 
clearly beyond his grasp. 

Marx and Engels’ relations with the 
Chartist'leadler Ernest Jones deterio- 
rated when Jones called a conference 
between the Chartists and bourgeois 
radicals to bring about political reform. 
Eventually they broke off relations 
with him when he failed to take their 
advice that such alliances would disor- 
ganise the Chartist movement and lead 
to its demise. Engels’ letter to Marx on 
7 October 1858 about Jones's action is 
quoted by When, but he misses out a 
‘crucial section. Engels said that Jones's 
new move, together with other more or 
less successful attempts at such an 
alliance, is bound up with the fact that 
‘the English proletariat is aotually 
becoming more and more bourgecis, so 
that this most bourgeois of all nations 
is apparently aiming ultimately at the 
possession of a bourgeois aristocracy 
anda fariat as well as a 
bourgeoisie.’ Wheen quotes this (p206) 
but then stops. missing the real signlfi- 
‘cance of what comes next. Engels con- 
tinues: ‘Fora nation which exploits the 
whole world this is of course to a cer- 
tain extent justifiable. Tho only thing 
that would help here would be a few 

ly bad years, and since: the 
gold discoveries these no longer seem 
so easy to come by.” [my emphasis} 
Here Engels associates opy 
“bourgeois infection’ (p206) within the 
working class movement, with 
Britain's domination of the world mar- 
ket. He gives it a materialist founda- 
tion, 

This significant point was devel- 
oped by Marx and Engels in their later 
writings and the importance was par- 
ticularly drawn out through their 
remarkable political work on Ireland in 
the First International, later the inspi- 
ration for Lenin’s writings on imperial- 
ism.? From this we can appreciate 
Marx's remarks at the Hague Congress 
of the First International (1872). which 
Whoen thinks were unproductive or 
oven sectarian (p343). They concem 
the attempt by some English represen- 
tatives to deny credentials to Maltman 
Barry on the grounds that he wasn't ‘a 
recognised leader of English working 
men’, Marx replied that “it does credit 
to Barry that he is not one of the so- 
called leaders of the English workers. 
since these men are more or less bribed 
by the bourgeoisie and the govern- 
ment.“ This accusation has been sub- 
stantiated (see Royden Harrison's 
Before the Socialists 1965). The possi- 
bility of bribing the upper strata of the 
English working class movement to 
take the side of the bourgeoisie and the 
government came from the profits from 


Britain's monopoly of the world 
market and the colonies. Engels’ com- 
ments on the state of the organised 
working class movement. in a letter to 
Kautsky on 12 September 1882, make 
this clear: 


‘You ask me what the English workers 
think about colonial policy, Well 
exactly the same as they think about 
politics in general: the same as the 
bourgeoisie think. There is no worker's 
‘you see, there are anly 
res and Liberal Radicals 
and the workers gaily share the feast of 
England's monopoly of the world mar- 
Ket and the colonies 


Marx and Engels” ssork on ireland is 
totally left out of Whoen’s discussion 
ofthe First Intemational. Nor is there a 
considered discussion of British colo- 
nialism or any’ reference to imperial- 
ism, This is hardly surprising from:a 
writer who recently took the sida of 
‘imperialism in the war against Yugo- 
slavia, supporting NATO's bombing of 
Serbia under a cloak of humanitarian- 
ism and writing an article in The 
Guardian "Why we are right to bomb 
the Serbs’ (7 April 1999). 

Today we live in a world of imperi- 
alist domination, obscene inequality 
and threatened ecological disaster. It is 
a world where a small minority of 
humanity, mainly living in the western 
imperialist countries. wallow in 
extreme wealth. while the vast major- 
ity, including growing numbers of peo- 
ple within the wealthy imperialist 
Couniries themselves, are denied their 
basic noods. A new biography of Marx 
could only do justice to his life's 
achievement and work if it started 
from a commitment and determination 
to change this state of affairs. Building 
‘on Marx's own political thought and 
action. it would have to show how, and 
under what conditions. the working 
class will take up the political fight 
again to overthrow cepitalism. a fight. 
‘25 Engels stated at his funeral. that was 
Marx's mission in life. 

Wheen could not write such a biog- 
raphy. He is too committed to a status 
quo Which, in spite of its inequity. 
serves him and the class he represents 
rather well. As a consequence his biog- 
raphy has created a Marx without revo- 
Jutionary significance 


David Yaffe 
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&Men make their own history, but 
they do not make itjustas they 
please; they do not make it under 
circumstances chosen by them- 
selves, but under circumstances 
directly encountered, given and 
transmitted from the past. The 
tradition of all the dead generations 
weighs like a nightmare on the 
brain ofthe living. 
The Eigtoonth Brumaieof ous Bonaparte 
152 


‘No social order ever perishes 
before all the productive forces for 
which there is room in it have 
developed; and new, higher relations 
of production never appear before 
‘the material conditions of their 
existence have matured in the womb 
of the old society itself. Therefore 
‘mankind always sets itself only such 
tasks as it can solve; since, looking 
at the matter more closely, it will 
always be found that the task itself 
arises only when the material 
conditions for its solution already 
exist or are at least in the process of 
formation. 

Prtace toa Contribution o 2 Critave o Pail 
Eoonomy 1859 
Se , 
(The real barrier of capitalist 
production is capital itself. tis the 
fact that capital and its self- 
expansion appear as the starting and 
the closing point, as the motive and 
aim of production; that production is 
‘merely production for capital, and 
not vice versa, the means of 
production mere means for an ever 
expanding system of the life process 
for the benefit of the society of 
producers. The means — 
unconditional development of the 
productive forces of society - comes 
Continually into conflict with the 
limited end, the self-expansion of 
capital.3 

Capital 1063-7 
SSE 
The Trades Unions are...an 
aristocratic minority ~the poor 
‘workers cannot belong to them: the 
great mass of workers whom 
economic development is driving 
from the countryside into the towns 
every day—has long been outside 
the Trades Unions —and the most 
wretched mass has never belonged; 
the same goes for workers born in 
‘the East End in London...3 

1871 
SS 


LATIN AMERICA 


Venezuela—A Third Way? 


espite a rise in oil prices, 
the Gross Domestic Product 
will fall this year by at least 
7%. A $35 billion foreign 
debt swallows 30% of the 
state budget, whilst inflation is run- 
ning at 20%, 70-80% of all compa- 
nies have incurred losses. This 
disoster results from an economic 
system built to meet the needs of US 
and European corporations. 


The Chavez coalition 
‘The popular slectoral revolt arose 
from a 40-year struggle between the 
people and a succession of com- 
pletely corrupt governments. At its 
head is Hugo Chavez, left wing’ ex- 
parachute regiment Teutenant col- 
onel, who twice attempted coups 
agoinst the government in 1992, The 
process started on 9 November 1998 
when the traditions) parties won 
only one third of the seats in the con- 
gressional elections. In December, 
Chavez was elected President by the 
poor with 56% of the vote (33% of 
those of voting age). In April 1999, a 
referenduin called for a new Con- 
stituent Assembly to rewrite the 1961 
Constitution. On 25 July, Chavez's 
coalition — the Patriotic Pole ~ won 
121 of the 128 seats in anew National 
Assembly, with 40% of votérs back- 
ing him. “The elections completely 
destroyed the two ruling class par- 
ties, Democratic Action and Copei, 
neither winning a single-seat 

‘There is immense popular pres- 
sure on Chayer: to change the system. 
Seventy per cent of the population is 
under 30 years of age and demanding 
action, But as soon as the new 
National Constituent Assembly was 
convened in August, the traditional 
parties called upon the ermy to 
defend the existing constitution. On 
10 August, Chavez sacked the army 
commander, and two days later 
declared Venezuela “in emergency’ 


Constitutional reform 
Chavez's reform of the constitution — 
the 26th in Venezuela's history — is 
entirely bourgeois in content. Pro- 
perty rights will be respected, but 
economic planning will be intro- 
duced to assure ‘balanced’ develop- 
ment involving state and market. 
Lange land holdings (Jatifundia) will 
be prohibited, Public financing of 
political parties is prohibited, and 
there is recognition of the right to 
civil disobedience. Underlying the 
reforms is the naive idea that 
‘Venezuela can escape the devastating 
consequences of imperialism with- 
out confronting the US and Europe, 
and without the abolition of private 
ownership of the means of produc- 
tion. It represents an attempt to seek 
out a "Third Way’ which can recon- 
cile the interests of the poor and 
oppressed with those of the foreign 
multinationals. 

‘Already Chavez admits that he 
cannot meet "100%" of the people's 
demands, but his priority is to 
destroy the old way of governing, He 
claims his task is ‘to offer a clean 
country’ to foreign investors and that 
‘those who are frightened will lose a 
great opportunity’. He continues: ‘If 
were a serious investor... who 
‘wanted to invest in the great project 
that is Venezuela, ~ petroloum, 
tourism, ete I would be happy...In 
the last 30 years how many have 
stopped investing!” But in all of this 
there fs no economic plan that begins 
toaddress the needs of the poor. 


The ‘clean up’ campaign 
The governing coalition points out 
thot in the last 20 years at least 50 


Like many Latin American 
- countries, Venezuela 
immense 

‘wealth. Yet 


rs), an ough it 
is the largest foreign oil 
supplier to the USA, 
the overwhelming 
_ Majority of its people — 
80% of its 23 million 
~ population — live in 


a 
lic demonstration — 
of a country held to. 


ransom by imperialis 


times the value of the Marshall Plan 
has been earned by oil exports. yet 
the country is one of the most debt- 
ridden in the world, systematically 
looted by its own ruling class. In 
Britain, The Economist agroes in its 
own way: Venezuela was "a corrupt 
and bloated corporate State run as a 
Kleptocracy by...two parties, and 
sustained only by 

high oil price’, (91 
July 1999), A ‘clean 
up’ is in no way 
antagonistic 10 im- 
perialism's broader 
‘interests: the US has 
already legislated 
against collaboration 
with corrupt _prac- 
tices, and the EU is 
about to. The reason 
isnot hard to find it 
costs multinationals 
an estimated $45 bil 
lion @ year. 

‘The Chavez gov- 
ernment has already 
begun its task with 
‘energetic’ and ‘pru- 
dent” investigations 
into corruption at all 
levels of the state. To 
date this has in- 
cluded a purge of the 
Customs Service and 
‘an audit of the prop- 
erty of 2,000 leaders 
of the corrupt trade unions (three 
thousand unions with two million 
‘workers were receiving $24 million a 
year from the state to suppress 

By September 1999, 
of judicial corruption or 
incompetence lay before the Courts’ 
Inspector General. 195 judges had 
been sacked by November. The judi- 
cial system was in complete chaos: 
80% of all prisoners are those on 
remand, some held for 20 years with- 
out trial, most in eppalling condi- 
tions with murders a _ daily 
occurrence, A high percentage of 
these simply cannot pay fines or 
bribes, others are just forgotten, 

‘The thoroughness of this cam- 
paign has raised some alarm abroad: 
for instance The Economist, after its 
smug sssessment of ‘populist, but 
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@ 70% of the 
people earn less 
than $2 a day - 
twice as many as 


25 years ago; 


36% getless 
than $1 a day; 


a quarter of the 
adult working 
Population is 
unemployed; 


the poorest fifth 
of the population 
consumes only 
3% of the GNP; 


the infant 
mortality rate is 
three times that 
of Cuba. 


Uunthreatening, gestures’ Jast year. 
now writes of an ‘elected dictator: 
ship’. branding Chaver’s actions as 
“Caribbean Jecobinism’, James Foley 
in the US Department of State also 
has “growing concern’ over‘excessive 
accumulation of power” (this from a 
country that intervened 748 times in 
Latin “America between 1800 and 


1968). But Chavez is no ‘Jacobin’: he 
has the massive pressure of a young 
and energetic coalition representing 
the mass of workers urging him into 
action. He has to make some conces- 
sions in order to maintain their 
support. 


Foreign policy 

Other Latin American countries fac- 
ing similar political problems to 
Venezuela, and fearing similar elec- 
toral shifts, watch Venezuela anx- 
‘ously. Chavez knows that it is too 
late for tho ‘old regime’ and that a 
new approach has to be adopted to 
prevent economic crisis from becom- 
ing the source of widespread revolu- 
tionary violence. Thus on 20 August 
he denounced proposed regional 
manoeuvres which he claimed 


‘Such wealth as exists is 
in the hands of the few: 
60% is owned by the 
richest fifth of the 


willing to meet their 
aspirations? 


would ‘NATOise’ the Colombian 
civil war. He suggostod he could 
discuss directly with the two chief 
Colombian revolutionary _move- 
ments, FARG and BLN, and negotiate 
the security of Venezuela’s borders 
with Colombia. His purpose is to 
put pressure on the Golombian and 
other Latin American governments 
to accommodate 
domestic pressure 
forchange. 


‘The economic 
programme 

How is it possible 
for the poor of 
the oppressed and 
weaker nations to 
improve their lot, 


especially when 
the gap between 
rich and poor 


in the imperialist 
countries has wid- 
ened so much over 
the past 25 yoars? 
Any attempt to 
change the situa- 
tion in Venezuela 
in favour of the 
workers must bring 
it. into conflict 
with imperialism, 
Already the politi- 
cal change under 
Chavez has led the 
big private proprietors to slow down 
activity and stop investments. 
International banks have followed 
suit. Compared to 1998, Venezuelan 
exports to Colombia had fallen 
50% by September 1999, and imports 
by 31%. 

On 17 November Chavez submit- 
ted the next year's budget to the 
Constituent Assembly. It effectively 
allows the President to spend up to 
2% of the GDP. But how will this 
game of being a big spender in a mar- 
Ket economy actually resolve the cri- 
sis of the poor? This question is made 
even more pertinent by the fact that 
heavy expenditure has been pro- 
mised on the prison system and 
new national police force - @ modern 
force to police a ‘mixed’ market 
‘economy! 


Up to 25% of Venezuelans may be 
called ‘middle class’. They want the 
state apparatus to be cleared of cor- 
ruption, but they fear the economic 
programme that Chavez is preparing. 
They want the promised ‘massive 
public. investment in the health sec- 
tor, in education end security’, 
because they believe it will start an 
economic recovery, not because the 
‘mass of the people do not receive 
health care or education. They do not 
want the state to be the entrepreneur; 
“the productive sector' must be in pri- 
vate hands. Henca the middle class 
‘wants an end to. situation where the 
state owns twice as much property as 
the private sector ($4 trillion as com- 
pared to $2 trillion), It ragards this as 
fan obstacle to the creation of wealt 
Its idea of ‘real’ reform is more pri- 
vate property, private initiative and 
private profit, But Chavez is not mas- 
ter of his destiny. He has to look on 
the one hand to the masses and on 
the other to the interests of imperial- 
ism and the foreign investment 
needed to maintain growth, 

A visit Chavez made recently to 
ning states in Europe and Asia 
showed two of his major concerns — 
first, to confirm his political logiti- 
macy in the face of incraasing US 
anxiety and second, to build new 
economic links outside of the old oli- 
garchic network. One step was to 
secure an agreement with OPEC, in 
particular Saudi Arabia and Mexico, 
to restrict oil output and so stabilise 
its price. This is of particular impor- 
tance given that PDVSA, the state- 
owned oil company, provides 40% of 
the state's income. During his. trip 
Chavez spoke of invigorating the 
‘manufacturing sector but at the same 
time actively sought new foreign 
investment, Hence talks with Total- 
fina (Italy) and Elf Aquitaine (France) 
foresee $4bn investment in the 
Orinoco basin. New contracts are 
being offered in the gas industry ($8 
billion over the next 10 years) with 
Shell Gas involved. The petrochemi- 
cal industry is to be expanded over 
40 years in joint ventures with US 
and Italian companies to exploit 
cheap gas reserves (95 cents per bar- 
rel compared to 141 in the US). 


All power to the workers! 

The now leadership is not seeking to 
escape from its enslavement to for- 
eign capital, but rather to intensify It, 
in an ‘uncorrupt’ way, Chavez. is 
trapped, as promises to the impover- 
ished masses compote with commit- 
ment to the immense power of 
international capital and its domestic 
allies in the ruling class, His aim is to 
create a modem, properly fur 

ing bourgeois republic, This 
Way’ has been tried innumerable 
times in Latin American. coun 
and has always ended in disaster. 
‘The fact is that a government such as 
that of Chavez has to take one side or 
the other. Ifit does not challenge im- 
perialism, then it will have to attack 
the working class and oppressed. 
‘Development’ today under imperial- 
ism requires the degradation of the 
mass of humanity. Hence commu- 
nists support every demand of the 
Venezuelan workers for work and 
justice, which must include the 
democratic use of all Venezuola’s 
natural resources for the benofit ofall 
its people. 


‘Allpowerto the workers! 
Expropriation ofall private ans of production! 
‘Al economic production for the needs of the 
‘working people! 

Imperialism out of Venezuela! 


Alvaro Michaels 


REVIEW 


Reviewing the Troubles 


Mi The lRA 


Tim Pat Coogan, Harper Collins, 
1995, £9.99. Previous editions 
1971, 1980, 1987, 1993. 


or a British reader 
there is something lib- 
erating and even 
exhilarating in read- 
ing these well-writ- 
ten and. comprehensive 
histories. Coogan has no prob- 
Jem with his Trish identity. He is a 
product of the post-British Froo State 
and was allied for many years with 
the constitutional Rapul 
Fianna Fail whose paper, The Irish 
Press, he edited until its demise, 
From this perspective he tums a 
withering and uncompromising gaze 
on the duplicitous, venal and class- 
vidden culture of British rule in 
Ireland. Not for Coogan the dubious 
‘advantage of trying to see both sides 
of the story or the futile striving after 
balance which marks the writings not 
only of British journalists themselves 
but of Six Counties’ writers from a 
ationalist background such as Jack 
folland and Matt Dillon. 
When I read: ‘But in those days 
inexperienced countrymen...could 
still be overawed, in the daunting 
confines ofa TV studio, by opponents 
armed with nothing more than the 
‘weapons of condescension and imita: 
tion British upper-class accents’ and 
‘The United Kingdom is an area 
where authority, deference, and 
secrecy have traditionally flourished. 
British society is such that accent is 
‘¢ommonly used both as a means of 
Control and as an indication of social 
superiority’, Iraised a hearty cheer as 
I remembered the times when 1 
myself had been talked down to by 
BBC interviewees with their cloned 
Oxbridge accents. 

Googan’s perspective in both vol- 
‘umos is that of Irish nationalism, and 
is indeed sympathetic to Repub- 
licanism. Both books area rich source 
of material about Ireland this century 
although there is considerable over- 
lap between the two. -The IRA has 
constantly been updated since its first 
publication in 1971, and indeed the 
history of the IRA is largely the his- 
tory of Ireland, Coogan must be 
regarded 3 authoritative. People 
have spoken to him and he has been 
given access to documents such as 
the IRA's court martial procedures 
and the TRA Groon Book’. an internal 
document setting out the history 
aims and methodology of the move- 
mont drawn up for new recruits dur 
ing its tactical reorganisation in the 
1970s. Coogan has aiso had access to 
British Army intelligence reports 
such as General Glover's Northern 
Ireland: Future Terrorist Trends, a 
top document from 1978 
whose evaluation of the IRA differs 
wildly from public pronouncement 

There is of course an immense 
body of writing about the Six 
Counties. If the situati 
resolved by the prin 
would have been s 
A great deal of t 
‘amassing of raw da 
lacking in analysis 
anthropological. ‘The 
Movement seems no 
oped its own an: 
events from an id 
five, with the rare 
1987 publication 0 
History, written by 
impossible to find. 

‘Most writing i 
solving variety, of w 


‘release outside the ld Bay, 19 October 1989 


taries on the peace process are the 
latest example. There is a real issue 
as to the extent to which this appar- 
ent availability of information actu- 
ally obscures issues and mukes & 
coherent perspective more difficult 
to arrive at, Coogan is a case in point. 
Whereas his biography of Michael 
Collins actually served to rehabilitate 
Collins by its acess to documents 
not previously seen, the new material 
in these books is Brmly embedded 
within a pragmatic nationalism, 


Batti ofthe Bogside, August 1968 


What is 


crucial, 
Coogan's nationalism overrides the 
class question at every juncture; eco- 


not said is 


nomic issues are hardly ever dis- 
cussed. Although The IRA reprints 
the 1916 Proclamation the 


actual words: ‘We declare t 
the people of Ireland to t 
ship of ki 


Provisional IRA leaders on 23 June 1872 


wing, Instead Coogan paints a sce- 
nario. whereby the IRA comes to 
prominence only when ‘politics’ 
have broken down 
‘Coogan’s own political affiliation 
may cause bim to pull some punches 
here. He shows that the 1985 split in 
Fianna Fail actually led to the legit- 
imisation of part illsborough 
in 1985, while the peace proc 
itself has been subjected to a huge 
number of scandals around the Free 
State government. Much of this 
points not only to the unviability of 
the Free State but to its actually being 
a tool of British colonial rule in th 
Six Counties but Coogan does not 
draw this conclusion 
In The Troubles he allows his 
tocome movingly to the surface. 
On the Blanket about 
1981, he was s 
fected by what ho had witnosse 
that he could 1 
for seven years. He 


write anyth 
utraged by 
Six County statelet 


BB The Troubles: Ireland’s ordeal 
1966-1996 and the search for peace 


Tim Pat Coogan, Arrow, 1996, £9.99. 


1970s. Coogan does not pursue 
simply remarking "That took 
care of any move on legislative 
ange for many # long day.” There 

ar as I know, no single book on 
the very important matter of th 
undue influence of the Catholic 
Church ofthe Free State, whether in 
respect of social legislation or by 
more covert pressure. Yet massive 
influence undoubtedly existsand has 
allowed the British to triggor crises 
like the affair of Brendan Smith, a 
priest on the run in the South wanted 
by the RUC for child abuse, which 
brought down Albert Reynolds’ gov- 
emment and discredited the first 
peace process. Reynolds preferred to 


this, 


defer to the sensibilities of the 
Church on the question of pederasty: 
his government fell in the subsequent 
scandal and he was replaced by the 
anti-ropublican John Bruton. 

Coogan locates the momentum of 
the search for peace in the loss of life 
suffered by the IRA in the ambush 
policies of the British exemplified by 
Loughgall and Gibraltar in 1989, 
rather then in intemal shifts within 
Sinn Fein towards a pan-nationalist 
alliance. This can be plotted in Gerry 
‘Adams’ speech of 5 March 1990 call 
ing for a non-armed movement to 
work for self-determination in 
Ireland as a whole followed in 
November by the publication of 
Scenario for Peace’, This led to the 
response of Peter Brooke, the 
Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, declaring that the UK had 
‘no selfish economic or strategi 

nterest in Northern Ireland and was 


HeRIAG 


City devastated by RA bomb, 24 Apri 1999 


lot box strategy developed by Danny 
Morrison as early as 1981 has deci 
sively given way to the ballot bos 
only 

‘Coogan does not subject the pe 
process to any rigorous anal 
being content to create a somewha 
confusing chronology. His strength is 
his unmitigated contempt for the 
British expressed in The Troubles 
‘From the fall of thé:power-sharing 
executive of 1974 until the IRA 
ceasefire of 1994, Britain presided 
over a political vacuum that spawned 
a violent degeneracy not seen else 
where in Europe since the end 
World War I "Coogan holds 
British ultimately responsible for all 
the violence in the Six Counties; bu 
the global contempt of ‘degeneracy 
puts him into the bourgeois liberal 
camp of his Fianna  Fail/SDLF 
friends, For him, in spite of the tra 
jectory of his own analysis, there is 
apparently no difference between the 
violence of the British Army, Loyalis 
terrorists and the IRA. 

Googan is splendid on the failure 
of the British media, stressing th 
truth of Jonathan Dimbleby's com- 
ment that BBC policy ‘made it imp 
sible for the British public te 
understand what was happening ir 
the Six Counties’. Over the last few 
years the media has served. the 
British government well as the di 
ent tone adopted by interviewees 
seettied to ‘dislodge the terror 
adigm and make Adams, M 
Guinness McLau 


‘ 


FRFI ROUNDUP 


Uupporters of FRFI have boon 
particularly active in support of 
‘Cuba aver the past two months. 
In addition they have attended 
many othet events. In London 
theso have. included support. for the 
justice for Sarah Thémas Campaign: and 
ettending the anti-imperialist pickot ofthe 
US Embassy ‘From Chiapas to Bast Timor 
‘well as the ‘Mumia must live’ rally 
Elsewhere there have been street events as 
part of the campaign against poverty pay. 

What has been particularly evident 
cover the past few weeks however is the 
pitiful stato of the loft. The Scottish 
Socialist Party invites an open fascist onto 
ts platform and touts him as- radical and 
no one turns abair. The Socialist Workers’ 
Party finds yet another way of supporting 
Labour, this time by supporting Ken 
Livingstone’s campaign for becoming 
Labour's candidate in the London mayor 
election, 

Both these organisations have a shock- 
ing record in Sighting imperialism. The 
Scottish Socialist Party {¢ dominated by 
former members of Militant which op- 
posed the struggle for Irish liberation. 
Indeed, Militant frequently counterposed 
what it saw as working-class Orangeism ta 
What it slandsrously called the ‘green 

af the republican movement. 
This was because some of its leading 
his came from loyalist Belfast, a fact 
chat helps explain Militant’s strength in 
Liverpool and Glasgow whero there are 
large Orange communities, Given this 
political tradition, itis not surprising that 
the SSP recently invited Billy Hutchison, 
former UVF prisoner and its reputed com: 
mander-in-chief, to speak at its Socialism 
2000 rally in Glasgow in his capacity as 
leader of the Progressive Unionist Party 
‘The SSP are portraying this fascist as a son 
of the working class, as a standard bearer 
fora new radical loyalism. Never mind his 
political history, nover mind iis insis: 
fence on his ‘Beitishness'; he is now more 
‘scialist’ than New Labour because the 
PUP has @ commitment to the common 
‘ownership of the means of production. 

“The SWP is no better. It supported the 
Labour government in sending troops to 
the Six Counties 30 years ago. Now it sup- 
ports the so-called Peace Process by argu- 


forward with FRFI 


ing that ‘ordinary people" will be ‘hoping 
for an end to the war which has blighted 
their lives-as politicians continue to bag- 

le over a peace deal this week” (Socialist 
Worker 20 Navernber]. Tho same editorial 
asserts that ‘Both Catholic and Protestant 
workers...thisst for real change. They 
want to live and work alongside one 
sanather in decent jobs, and for an end to 
discrimination against Catholics”. Par- 
tition no longer matters for Socialist 
Worker, and neither does the loyalist ter- 
ror reported weekly in An Phoblacht/ 
Republican News. What they want ts the 
social democratic norms that they are 
used to - those of trade unionism and vot 
ing Labour. 

If the SWP is able to ignore the blood: 
stained hands of British imperialism in 
Ireland, no wander it should have so little 
difficulty in convincing  iteelf that 
Livingstone’s support for the onslaught 
against Yugoslavia is of little importance 
when it comes to the Landon mayor elec- 
tion. There is no principle that the SWP 
would trample on ia order to campaign for 
Labour, Livingstone’s record will be set 
aside because it is inconvenient. The 
blood of Yugoslavian peopla is 
expendable memory when it comes to 
forging alliances with the left of the 
Labour Party. When the SWP’s John Rees 
says that ‘in the course of the campaign to 
got Livingstone elected we can help to 
shape its direction and to pash for 
bbroader socialist campaign’, he expresses 
utter self-delusion. How does he propose 
the SWP force the Labour Party in Londan 
to adopt a “broader socialist campaign’? I 
is just windbaggery. The SWP never, ever 
imposes conditions on the Labour left its 
relationship is one of an obsequious, 
fawning admirer. 

‘Outside the larger organisations of the 
Jeftthere isa complote swamp. When Ally 
Black from the SSP spoke to a gathering 
organised by the Merseyside Socialist 
Alliance in Liverpool, no one apart from 


Gonna s: 


rock, 
rock, 
rock 


Make a New Year's resolution 
you can keep-boycott Bacardi! 
Rock around the Blockade's Baycott Bacardt 
Ccemprign was in the news again in October, 
as the Independent on Sunday urged ‘Latin 
lovers boycott Bacardi” (17 October), de 
ailing Bacard!’s support for the US blockade 
snd its manoouvres to steal the trademark of 
Havana Club, the real Cuban rum. Interest ia 

2 campaign continues to grow internation 
ally, with the German. Cuba Friendship 
Society adopting our leaflet end an exchange 
of information with the Belgien Oxfam 
which campaigns against Bacardi. We've 
also done a radio interview with BEC World 
Service Caribbean, In Btitan, material has 
appeared in the hip-hop press and even 2 

radging little comment from the Cuba Sol- 
tdarity Campaign made its way into the 
autumn Issue of Guba Si, While a litle non- 
plussed by what it considers cur ‘aggressive 
Sirect action’ against Bacardi, Cuba Si 
onetheless concedes that ‘the stage 1s set 
‘his winter fora highly ofective campaign to 
Lighlight the role of Bacardi in supporting 
Ge US blockade and the drafting of anti- 
Cuban legislation 


mes 


the address below. Some activists, particu 
Jarly in the northwest and Midlands, have 
also found paint and marker pens inspiring 
when contemplating Bacardi's widespread 
billboard lies. Meanwhile, if you're based 
London, sign up for our Bacardi Bar-busting 
Blitz on 18 Dacember. The idea is to 
sponsored for demonstrating outside every 
‘Coben theme bar that sells Bacardi from 
Hackney to Waterloo, dressed in bat cos- 
fumes. shaking buckets and generally 
spreading a litle seesonel cheer! For a spon- 
sorship form tel: 0171 837 1688. Weare also 
planning & Smash the US blockade! Boycott 
Bacardi! national dayschool ia the new year, 
th a provisional date of 12 February 

tact us for more details 


Campaign 
rmatorials are 
available fom 


Rocking all over the town 
In London, regular club nights of hip-hop, 
funk ead Latin music at Harpers Bar near 
Tufnell Pack in October and November 
raised over £700 for Rock sround the 
Blockade and aro fast becoming an unmiss 
able item on the Loudon calendar! The next 
is planned for Saturday 12 February — join 
the party! On 1 November we held « mesting 
to commemorate the 32nd anniversary ofthe 
death of Che Guevare. We've held stalls at 
colleges in central Landon and at a Che exhi- 
bition at Barnet Colloge as wall as at the 
Cubs Solidarity Campaign's posteard cam- 
paign to mark (a little belatedly) the 40ch 
anniversary of the Cuba revolution, where 
we narrowly resisted eviction by irate CSC 
stewards, Our next campaign meeting is on 
‘Monday 6 December, 3pm, Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, London WCL 

m the Northwest, Rock around the 
Blockade held its annual sponsorship walk 
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FRFI and People against Global tm= 
perialism took up the issue of Ireland or 
{mperialism. Instead the majority wanted 
tosee the SSP as a model of how tabuilda 
new social democratic party in England. 
Those ‘independent’ socialists may want 
tobe radical, but above all they want to be 
respectable. Thus = “debate” between 
Chris Bambery of the SWP and Red 


Pepper editor Hilary Wainwright én 
whether we should colobrate the fall of 
the Berlin Wall proved to be no’ such 
thing, To debate one must bave two con- 
trasied positions, But both agroed: the cal- 
lapse of the Berlin Wall was @ good thing 
Never mind the appalling consequences 
for the working class of eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet ever mind 


FRFI FIGHTING FUND 


fund last issue we have managed to raise 
‘Thanks go to a number of supporters who 
raised the amount of their regular donations, to Manchester comrades 
who raised £100 with 2 carboot sale, and London supporters who raised 


‘Since we launched our 
£700, over our target of 


£350 with a club night. 


‘The campaign must continue. We are having to re-negotiate the lease 
‘and the opening offer from the landlord is to double the 

‘We appeal fo you our readers. There is only one news: 
[Paper on the left which maintains a consistent anti-imperialist and anti- 
Labour Party standpoint — Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! We need 


on our 


rent 


your support to help keep it going. 


Please send in donations to: FRFI Fighting Fund, BCM Box 5909, 
London WCIN 3XX. Cheques etc made payable to Larkin Publications. 
‘Write to us for Standing Order forms that will enable us to plan on a 


income. 
Don'tforget to take out a subscription. 

enciose: Soo sop so f00 sO Other 
donation £ 

Please send me a Standing Order form [] 

Name pees 
Address, 


Please make cheques/POs payable to Larkin Publications and send to FRFI, 
Fighting Fund, BCM Box 5909, London WC1N 3XX. 


the role of social democracy in ensuring 
imperialism’s triumph, The SWP chale af 
the ‘debate’ tried not to take any FRFT 
speaker, butSailed'diue to comrades’ per- 
sistence, And then to prove the headline 
tf their 20 November Socialist. Worker: 
"They've made democracy a farce’, SWP 
mumbers proceeded to heckle our com 
rade throughbut his short intervention 


London FRFI 
Pulbtc mocting: Wednesday 19 January, 7.30 pm 
Kaci Marx, Man of the Millennium 

y Hal, Red Lion Square, WC (nearest 


Phong 0177 897 1688 for deals af Le 
-PRFL Readors’ Group 


Preston FRFI 


Group mesting 


staring a 
esp 25 Janay 


Manchester FRFI 

FR Readers’ Group meetings at 
at Hounds (apstis), Shamil, Mane 
Starting at 7.30pm Tupsday 25 January 


Midlands 

Lincoln Rock around the Blockade Weanee: 

day 19 January 7:30pm. For lurther deal 

contact 94460 290 151 

Aeloeeter FREI Readers’ Group: Satur 

amvary 2: 

Association, St P 

‘bourne Roag, ighhels 

Dundee FRFI 

Public meeting: Wednesday 26 January, , 
Office, Kandahar House, Verona Road. 

Siais 7:30pm, topic to be announced 


Peeccecccccscccsccescoseeseosseeseseeeeee 


‘over Kinder Scout, planting a Cuban flag 
‘the top and raising £250. Al the Universit 
Lancashire our Cuba Vive society 3 
Jots of new memibers, and stalls were bold at 
the Manchester Metropolitan and Manches- 
ter University, We've joined People against 
Global fmperialism for 4 stall ia Liverpoal 
and attended the Sheffield Raise your Ban- 
ners eveat, where we raised around £200, To 
get involved in Rock around the Blockade in 
the northwest, phone 01254 679605. 
In the Midlands, Rock around the Block 
ade attended the human rights fair at the 
University of Lincoln and showed Riythmic 
Revolut the late-night Channel 
‘programme made by brigedistes fim Carey 
and Dave Holman about their experiences on 
last yma's brigade. A number of people atthe 
red they now plan to 
ciety. Midlands 
Id boot sales to raise 


sel upa Lincoln Cuba Vi 
comrades 

funds ane 
‘Birmingham and Li 
November held a Bo 


cott Bacardi mow 


ils of Mid 


socioty signed up loads of mem 
freshers’ Fayre at the beg! 
held its first, 

November. Mer 
tact Nez on 011 
Cardiff despite all attempts 
anion b to stifle 


‘Meanerhile in 
y the student 

ew Cob 
fought back 
against the prejudice and hypocrisy of SU 
members to hold well-attended mestings. 
leaflet students and organise some timely 
ity against a Bacardi promotion night at 
the college. They have finally succeeded in 
winning oficial recognition for thei society 
(Contact Viktor-01222 250 823 

All this activity means Rock around the 
Blockade has so far raisod £2500 towards 
a sound system for youth of Guantanamo in 
Guba. I's good — but it's only halfway there. 
‘We need your help to raise the fll £5,000 
We're encouraging activists all around the 
‘country to take part in a sponsored swim and 
Make @ Splash for Cuba phone 0171 837 
1688. Or perhaps you could omginise a 


car boot sale? Or send us a donation 
all amounts gratefully received (choques 
POs payable to Rock around the Blocked}, 
And if you're not yet s member of Rock 
around the Blockade, thes fll in the box 
below! 


Brigade to Cuba: 
experience 
Rock around the Blockada’s fourth brigade 
to Cuba will be leaving for Guantanamo, 
southeast Cuba on Saturday 15 April return: 
ing on 29 April (though there are s limited 
imber of places for a 1 May return, for 
those who want to stay on for the May Day 
celebrations in Havana), The brigade's time 
will be split betwoen agriceltural work, 
political meetings, visits to hospitals, 
schools as well as recroatianal ovents. The 
cast will be around £650. Ta be considered 
for inclusion on this brigade you need to be 
able to commit yourself ta working in soll 
arity with Cubs, before the brigade goes out 
and aller its retura, and be prepared to raise 
‘monsy for the'sound aystom. For more infor- 
iow, coatact us at Rack around the 
Blockade, cfo FRFI, RCM Bax 5909, Loadan 
WCINEXX. 


unique 


YOUR CHANCE TO SUPPORT JUVENTUD REBELDE, 
NEWSPAPER OF CUBA’S COMMUNIST YOUTH 


Juventud Rebelde, the newspaper ofthe Union of Young Communists, 


ing for someone to translate its material 


page. Pay is likely to be the baste Cuban peso wai 


look- 
rom Spanish into English for its web- 
@ but the arrangement 


hould include accommodation. Might suit Latin American/polities student on 
year Out. Applicants need to be fully i support of aims of the Cuban Revolution 
and, obviously, have good Spanish. Write to Rock around the Blockade 
expiaining why you are interested and think you would be suitable. 


| would ike to join Rock Around the Blockade 


£210 (waged) £4 (ow waged) £2 (unwaged) delete as appropriate 
(ChequesP0s payable to Rock Around the Blockade) 


Name. 
Address. 


FRetum to RATB, c/o FRA, BCM Box 5908, London WC1N SXX 


Prisoners fightback 


Private Prisons — more 


more chaos, but cheape 


FRFI readers will recall how Home Secretary Jack Straw, when in opposition, found private prisons ‘morally repugnant’, vowing to 
bring them back into public ownership once in power. But having ditched this LCS commitment, he has gone hell for 


leather down the privatisation road. ALEXA BYRNE reports, 


gainst the advice of his own 
civil servants, Straw has 
just.renewed Premier Pris- 
‘on Services’ contract to run 
Doncaster prison. A classi- 
fied Home Office report seen by The 
Observer shows that @ public sector 
Prison Service bid was ‘operationally 
superior’ to. Promidr's. This didn't 
bother Jack Straw, 


‘Doncatraz’ 

Premier has run Doncaster prison 
singe it opened in 1994. Doncaster 
has one of the highest suicide rates in 
the country and there is currently an 
inquiry into the death. of an 18-year 
old found hanged in his cell last year. 
‘The secret Home Office report shows 
endemic self-mutilation, particularly 
amongst young prisoners: a serious 
lack of education provision and pris- 
‘oners not being allowed enough time 
‘out-of their cells. Despite this, pro- 
privatisation Chief Inspector of Pri- 
sons, Sir David Ramsbotham, praised 
Doncaster, while Prisons Minister 
Paul Boateng insist! that ‘impressive 
programmes are in place to tackle the 
problems of self-harm and suicide.” 


Premier Prison Services, aka 
Wackenhut Corrections 
Corporation US 
Premier is 50% owned and 100% 
‘eperated by the Wackenhut Cor 
poration. Wackenhut was founded in 
4954 by former FBI official George 
Wackenhut, and Board members 
have included CIA bosses Frank 
Carlucci and William Casey, and 
Jorge Mas Canosa, founder of the fan- 
atical anti-communist Cuban Ameri- 
can National Foundation 

‘Wackenhut has been running jails 
in several US states, to disastrous 
affect. Prisoners are looked down for 


hours on end in metal cages, denied 
education, training. books _and 
radios. Wardens are given minimum 
training and paid just $7.95 an hour. 
Recruitment problems have led to 
teenagers, too young to drive, being 
employed as guards. They show their 
suitability for the job-by seeing who 
can smash a prisoner's head hardest 
into a cell wall. Soon after the Sant 
Rosa jail in New Moxico opened last 
year, guards repeatedly kicked a 
shackled prisoner in the head, 
watched over by the deputy warden. 
The guards were sacked but the war- 
den was. moved to another of 
Wackenbut's jails. 

Wackenhut cares nothing for pris- 
ners’ welfare and little more for that 
of its employees. Ralph Garcia, a 
newly ‘trained’ guard at Santa Rosa, 
‘was stabbed and bled to death during 
a riot. Wackenhut’s response to criti- 
ism ofits policy of one guard per 60 
prisoners (as opposed to two in stale- 
Tun prisons) was, ‘We'd rather lose 
‘one officer than two. 


Cheap brutality 

Gregory Palast. writing about Wack- 
enhut in The Observer noted, ‘Brutal- 
ity is cheap — humanity expensive.” 
But the truth is, Wackenhut’s claim 
that it can “house, feed, guard and 
educate inmates for $43 a day’ isa lie. 
Every time prisoners smash cells or 
riot against brutality and oppressive 
conditions, the state has to send in 
riot police to regain control. A riat by 
200' prisoners in April cost Now 
Mexico's Treasury thousands, with 
the state threatening to bill Wacken- 
hut in future for riot control costs. 

In September Wackenhut was 
fined £400,000 and lost a Texes jail 
contract after prison staff were ac- 
cused of sexually abusing prisoners. 


pita trom New Mesa 


Florida too has pulled the plug on 
Wackenhut contracts and Australian 
contracts are also under threat 


Never fear - Labour's here 
But, hey guys! It's OK. Jack Straw still 
inks you're nice people to do busi 
ness with, and is not deterred by the 
British Prison Service's own bad 
experience with Wackenhut, whose 
contract to run prison industries at 
HMP Coldingley was abruptly termi- 
nated in February, following alleg- 
tions of gross mismanagement. 

‘So now there's Doncaster: Tinsley 
House Immigration Detention Centre 
at Gatwick; Lowdham Grange Prison 
(though you do face an £83,000 fine 
for 20 assaults there}; you even run 
Scotland’s only private prison 
(though we'd better not go into last 
month's sit-in protests and cell fires}; 
and there's the planned Marchington 
prison with your name on it. 


PRISON NEWS 


Free Satpal Ram 

‘The campaign to free Satpal Ram is growing in 
strength. Satpal has served 13 years for the 
self-defence killing of a racist who attacked 
‘him, Solicitor Gareth Peirce is currently prepar- 
ing submission othe Criminal Cases Review 
‘Commission (CCRC), while writer Irving Welsh 


FREE SATPAL 


RAM 


and DJ Annie Nightingale have joined Satpal's 
staunch supporters, bands Asian Dub Founda- 
‘ton and Primal Scream, to publicise his unjust 
imprisonment. Canadian supporters recently 
‘demonstrated outside the British Embassy 

FRF/has known and supported Satpal since 
1994 and continues to suppor all intiatives to 
have his racist conviction overturned. 

‘White to Satpal Ram (E34164) HMP Full Suton, 
‘Moor Lane, York YO 1PS. For campaign infor- 
tation e-mail FreeSaipalamGncact. demon uk 
‘or te to Free Satpal Campsion, 101 Vila Road, 
Birmingham B19 1NH. 


Not fit for children 

The wrath of Jack Straw descended on the 
Chief inspector of Prisons when he said the 
two children sentenced ta life imprisonment 
for klling James Bulger should be released 
‘before they reach 18. Ramsbotham’s com- 
Blain wast about the legal intererence with 
‘the length of the boys’ sentence by both 
Michael Howard and Jack Straw, but about the 
appalinly brutal nature ofthe Young Otender 
Institutes which they face transfer to. Staw 
demanded an apciogy forthe suggestion that 
Her Majesty's fine prisons might not be suit~ 
able places to grow up in. Sir David, being anx- 
ious to keep his job. duly backed down, 


‘Meanwhile, the two young men face 2 ife in 
‘oppressive institutons, where they will con- 
tinue tobe used as political pawns by “aw and 
‘order’ Home Secretaries 


Dessie Cunningham — 
inquest verdict 

In September @ jury at Wisbech Coroner's 
Court heard harowing details ofthe fast hours 
fn the ie of Dessie Cunningham, who was 
found hanged at Watemoor prison on 31 
December 1998. They reumed a verdict of 
‘suicide while the balance of his mind was s- 
turbed’, the Coroner having ruled out ‘suicide 
aggravated by neglect’. However, anyone lis- 
‘ening tothe evidence would have realised the 
Prison Service was guilty of neglect. Prison 
officers openty admitted being told to keep an 
‘eye on Desse that night ashe had been ‘acting 
Srangely’ and ‘hearing voices’ yet managed 
to interpret this as merely carrying out the 
‘same two-hourly checks they would on any 
Category A prisoner on any night. The Prison 
‘Service has a series of fine-sounding policies 
for mentoring potentaly suidal pnsaners 
tuft at the end ofthe day cares nothing for 
those ints so-called cae 


Clemency for Ana Lucia! 

FRA is supporting the campaign to tree 
‘Cuban-American political prisoner Ana Lucia 
Gelabert, who has-been serving two concur- 
rent He sentences in a Texas prison since 
1984, Ana Lucia i 61 years old and hes no 


And while a Wackenhut Juvenile 
Detention Centre in Texas faces 
charges that ‘offensive sexual con- 
tact...and rape were rampant and 
residents were -physically injured, 
hospitalised with broken bones’, 


abuse, 


Premier opened a new children’s 
prison here in County Durham at the 
end of September, courtesy of the 
Home Office. 


Cost, cost, cost 

Paul “Boateng, another born-again 
private prison fanatic, says there will 
be a ‘continuing and expending rol 
for the private sector’. Whon chal 
Iangod over the renewal of Doncs 
ter's contract: with Premier, Boatong 
insisted the decision was ‘not just « 
question of pounds, shillings and 
pence’. Oh no? The classifiod Home 
Office report showed that Premier 
could run the prison for £189 a year 
{52p per day} less, per prisoner, than 
the Prison Service, 

Indeod, Group 4 lost its contract 
for Buckley Hall in Rochdale, last 
month, when the Prison Service 
showed it could run it with proater 
‘cost effectiveness’. This despite pay 
rises for prison officers of more than 
£1,000 @ year, a generous pension 
scheme and better holidays! Watch 
this space for the effect on prisoners. 

Group 4 was shattered. ‘I's a tre- 
‘mendous blow for our staff,’ whinged 
Jim Harrower, executive vice presi- 
dent. But he won't worry too much. 
Group 4 has annual profits of £66 
million, new security contracts at the 
Pentagon and GCHQ and a forthcom- 
ing contract for a 3,000 place prison 
in South Africa. And as Harrower 
gushed, the company has ‘nover 
received anything other than encour- 
agement from Jack Straw, even when 
Labour was in opposition’. They're 
laughingall the way tothe bank, il 


‘On 15 October Mumia's lawyers filed 
«8 petition for ‘habeas corpus’, citing 29 


ms 7 ; 


death in i ne ‘is framing fot judge wil set dt forte fst full court 
‘oeas patce oficer He Ned eerng, at which Mumia wil be rs 
See wel eo How events will progress afte 

oe Pippetend =o aq 5_uneclear but what is certain is thet 

bait unalst he Nad ctvists around. the wold now ave 

2 MOVE organisation, of which he ee ae: ae 

: ponent name of Mumia Abu-Jamal is on 29s 
besa meine ene GATES ony mesa synonym for US 
eae ing gare 
= 

=! London’ evens: 2 December fom Pubic 

ma fee wnt pa ery Coleg London, Gamer St 

belpd Seo aes ape. Ts Dyes. gain met Cony Hal ed 

exhausted lon Square, WC', sooond and fourth Thr 

execution date sat or 2 December 1989. ont 720m, More 


_ which all the witnesses and 


.com/home/mumia of Mumia 
IM Haven, London WIN SKK, 


previous convictions. This would make her a 
prime candidate for release, were it not forthe 
political nature of her convictions. 

Letters asking for Ana Luca's sentence to 
bbe commuted from ite ta time already served" 
sould be sent to: John B Holmes Jr, Hamris 
County District Attorney, 201 Fannin Street 
(Suite 200), Houston, TX77002, USA and 
Goveroc George W Bush Jr, State Capitol, 
Austin 1178717, USA, A model etter and list of 
other addresses to write to is available on 
FRAY's website. Ana Lucia’s prison number is 
384484 and you can write to her at 1401 State 
‘School Road —RS Gatesvile, 7X 76599-0001 


FRFI for prisoners 

As part of FRFTSs commitment to the prison 
sSruggle. we provide the paper free to all pris 
‘ners who request i: Several years ago, we 
faunched a dive to encourage FAFI sub- 
sctbers to contribute inwards the cost. Weare 


‘now attempting to double the number of pris- 
‘ners’ subscriptions paid for and are asking at 
tur readers to consider paying for an FRA 
subscription for @ prisoner. Please send 
cheques for £10 to Larkin Publications at BOM 
5909, London, WCIN 3XX, 


STOP PRESS - 
Ronnie Easterbrook 
on hunger strike 


AAs FRFI goes to press, Ronnie Easterbrook is 
entering his third week on hungerstnike ia 
protest against the CCRC's refusal to refer 
ase back tothe Court of Appeal. Ronnie is 62 
and was sentenced in 1988 to life imprison 
‘ment, following his participation in an armed 
robbery setup by police informer and fimed 
‘or a TV ‘exclusive’, Sond laters of support t 
Ronnie Easterbrook 888459, HMP Highdown 
Sutton, Surey, SM2 5PD. . 
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END OF MILLENNIUM SNAKES DDERS 


T 
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This End of Millennium game of Snakes & Ladders is designed to fill in all those bleak moments over the New Year when the bourgecisie’s millennium festiv- 
ities are revealed as completely pointless and idiotic. We have selected some landmark dates over the last century: you will be able to add others. The 
snakes and ladders mark dates which have been significant for the working class. There are extra snakes and ladders below to cut out and stick on any 


other dates you choose. 


Equip yourselves with coloured counters and dice. Each player takes turns to throw the die and whoever rolls the highest number goes first to Square 1901, 
Onyour turn, roll the die and move your counter forwards by the number of squares thrown. if you land on a square at the bottom of a ladder, move up to the 
top of the ladder. If you land on a snake’s head, you go down to the tail. More than one counter can occupy a square. If you throw a six, take an extra turn. 
The winner is the first to reach the millennium, 2000. You must roll exactly the right number to land on 2000. If you throw a higher number, you must move 


forward to 2000 and then back out a: 
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CHOOSE THE 


It you betieve that the treachery 
‘of the opportunist British fabour 
and trade union movement must 
bbe challenged, then there is no 
altemative- Join the RCGI 


would like to join/receive 
‘more information 
about the RCG 
would like to Join an 
FRFI Readers & 
‘Supporters Group 
Name 


Address 


Tol 


SUBSCRIBE 
tothe best 
anti-imperialist 
newspaper in Britain 
FIGHT RACISM! 
FIGHT IMPERIALISM! 
— ee 


Subscription rate: 

+ Britain (nc W rela): £5.50 for 
issues, £10.50 for t2issues 

+ Europe air: £8.50 for issues, 
£16 or12 issues 

‘+ Fest of world (Air PPR): £11 for 
issues, £20 for 12issues 

+ Rest of world (Air-sealed) £18 for 
issues, £35 for 12issues 

* Ubrarles and institutions: double 
individual rates 

Make chaques/P0s payable to 

Latkin Publications. 

‘Aad 5 or ferign curony cheques 

‘puis to subscrive to FREI 

beginning with issue 


enclose paymentf® for 
Issues at rate 


Feturn this tor to: FRY, 
‘BGM Bax 5809, London WEIN xx 


LONDON 
SOCIALIST FILM 
CO-OP 1999-2000 
SEASON 


‘Sunday 12 December 1999 


Cinema of Protest 
‘now programme of short 
politica ims and videos and 
discussion. Includes: Busmen's Holiday 
(1937, 7 mins), Landon Transport (1968, 
‘Bimins) shown by Gustav Lamche 
(Sehlacke) om Cinema Action, Look 
acl at Grunwick (1978, 25 mins), 
{Labour Camps (1989, 7 minutes) made 
by Chris Reeves and Roger Buck. 


Sunday 9 January 2000 


Work-Politics-Film 
‘Abiseye workers (Cinema Action, 1973, 
25 mins) —Imprisonment of Pentonvile 5 

‘during London dockers' fight; 

{Last Shit (uray Martin, 1975, 
46 mins) ~ the last days ofthe Swale 

Brick Facto 
Often during the day 

(Woanna Davis, 1979, 16 mins) 

‘Year of he Beaver extrac, Steve 
Sprung, 1985, 15 mins) - records sup- 

ort for Gunwick stkers, 1977) 
Discussion ied by Margaret Dickinson, 
‘author at Rogue Reets~ oppositional 

‘min Britain 1985-1990 


Sunday 6 February 2000 
Salaam Bombay 


(ira War, 198,114 mins) 

‘lat $0for2pm, Room E, or, 
Univers of London, Malet St, WC 
(Goody 5, Euston Sq bes) Whestchaie 
acces. Admission £5 50, concs £3.50. 
Discount te anrual members 1, 
Annual membership 25, cones 8. 
‘ay memberstip £2. 


Psouis tite tobring to your 
raders’ attention that the 
Griminal Cases Review 
(Commission (CCRC) have taken 
my brother's case since 1997, The 
CERC have not been impartial, 
nor have they investigated my 
| brother's case fairly and 

thoroughly 

Ofall the witnesses, including 
police officers, CCRC interviewed 
‘only one person. No police 
Teports, notebook entries, witness 
statements or audio tapes of police 
brutality have been examined or 
disclosed to us. There has been no 
scientific examination of 
handwritten statements, although 
| those were only disclosed to us 
| after oight years and seem to have 

been formilated atthe time of 
disclosure 

The whole case against Ishting 
‘Ahmed rests on the fifth 


|B ssoute tke to draw Fer 
readors tention tothe appalling 
vente witnessed at the 
solidarity rally forthe Lulthansa 
SkyChofs dispute oganised by 
the TAG onion, While T&G 
officals and Labour Party 
politieians sought to present 
Thole Boyeot Lufthansa 
| Gaimpaign asa credible strategy 
focwinaing the dispute thet ue 
| stud tothe Rta we 
sxponed before the meeting ba 
oven started. Whon stkers 
Supparters dstibuted leaflet, 
‘questioning the TAG sratexy and 
‘Tenianding on open debate oa the 
best way forward,be TAG 
ficial responded by verbally 
shusing the supporters, 
| physically manhandling them 
Ehreatoning to cal the police and 
tothrow them out. Many ofthese 
vents tok place within w sw 
foot of lange party of women 


Ai roaay i20v, former Black 
Panther mal joarnalist Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, wo single-handedly 
tspored the MOVE nassacre in 
Piiladelphi, for years base faa 
Pennsylvania death rove col, 
Framed by the powers. 

“That bigoted offi ike judge 
Aber Sabo, arc rcit former 
Philadelphia mavor Frank Rizo, 
Corte Fraternal Onder of Police, 
Sd many more of hes Kia 
passionately seck Mimi's death 
{ep forthe course and should 

St Mins plight ad 
struggle goes moh further ad 


Justice for Ishtiaq Ahmed 


statement of witness Ms X— 
‘without it evea the prosecution 
‘admits there would be no case 
‘against him. None of Ms X's 
Initial four statements implicated 
Ishtiag Ahmed until DI Garland 
after four weeks brought her from 
north to south where a fifth 
statement, implicating bim, was 
fabricated. DI Garland was 
suspended for fabricating and 
perverting the course of justice in 
‘nother case soon after my 
brother's trial. The CCRC world 
‘ot investigate this. X stated on 
cath atthe committal that hee Aft 
statement was untrue. In March 
11998, X admitted in a telophoae 
‘conversation with me that my 
‘brother was innocent and she had 
lied at his trial She named one 
person she thought was . 
responsible for the crime and sei 
she was frightened of him because 


TGWU thuggery 


strikers. Unfortunately foe 
‘TAG leadership. the strike 
‘committee decided that the 
supporters should stay in 
the hall 

‘The solidarity rally consisted 
cof long and tedious spoeches 
which were incampeebensible to 
the majority ofthe strikers, since 
20 translation into Punjabi was 
provided. The final ‘questions to 
‘our panel on raising support 
for the dispute’ was a blatant 
exercise in preventing any 
discussion from taking place 
Alan Green, TAG officnr in charge 
of the dispute, attacked the 
supporters froc the platform but 
1 final word from the platform 
‘was from a striker who insisted 
that the supporters should be 
given a voice 

At the picket line in the 
‘afternoon. the gloves were Further 
taken off when police threatened 


Defend Mumia Abu-Jamal 


thas done more, or move than any 
‘ther case I remember in recunt 
years. to expase also the lft 
‘wing of the imperialist 
machinery. The ‘black chapter of 
the Ku Klux Klan’, the -knee- 


yor Willi 
Goode — who boasted about 

his responsibility for the 
dropping of the bomb that 
‘demolished and blew away an 
entire city block of the 
Philadelphis neighbourhood in 
which MOVE was sited. Orlike 
fire-ighter’ Jesse Jackso 
always on call whenever tho 


9 London WC4N 3XX e-mail: rcgfrfi@easynet.c: 


LETTERS witstctiosnnrcatrncosyeet sos 


ofhis propensity fordrugsand | 
‘he animal it turned him into, 
has continued ta lie persistently 
throughout. When interviewed by 
the commission she completely 
denied making the telephone 
calls —until the tape was played 
swith her voice on it, repeatedly 
stating that my brother is 
innoceat. This woman was the 
prosecution's chief witness 

Wher informed about X's 
phane callsto me in March 1998, 
‘the CCRC volunteered the 
Information ta Thames Valley 
Police, Resding. As soon as X 
became aware that she was being, 
recorded, the aills stopped, 

twas Thames Valley Police, 

cho fabricated X's BAth 

ind sent my brother to 
gaol for ten years fora crime he 
did not commit. None of this has 
bean adequately investigated by 
the CCRC. 


NAHEED KHAN 
Reading 


toarrest a supporter who was 
challenging TAG executive 
‘council member Igay Vald. Lator 
‘Allan Greon stepped up the 
physical intimidation by telling 
a woman supporter, in full view 
of the women sirikers,“If you 
‘wereaman I'd punch yaa in the 
Fucking face’ 

hil the response of the T&G 
officials to dissenting supporters 
can only be described as thaggers, 
I fear for its effects on the strikers. 
Already beaten down by a year of 
‘great hardship and 
demoralisatian, what message 
‘assent to them when they 
‘watched the vicious response of 
the T&G officials to their 
suppocters? When fear oftheir 
‘own officials, sehom they rely on 


resilient, brave but despairing 
women and ment 


‘North London 


masters need to quickly placate 
and dissolve the res. Without 
thom the racist establishment 
‘sould not fonction. 

Bringing into clear focus that 
Mumia's struggle for justice, 
indeed for his vory life, in 
‘ofappalling foes, 


trugale brings 
crucial detail more than any other 
rocont case 
ight to preserve Mumin's 
rogain his freedom is 
theduty of usall. 


‘ANA LUCIA GELABERTY, #364484 
1401 State School Road, 
AS Gatesville, Tx 76599-0001, USA 


Puzzled 


Mig sie twacommestson your 
therm ecelent 
October November suet 

‘As ecllHarpl Bar dd 
sclociledge his bt to Trevor 
Reyne ina pevion imu of alr, 
though edd not eetion FRE 
(Dav Lees Ties 
Savlertandatle One only basta 
rntion another ural avourabhy 
ted pepiied Go eamctarts 
scot 

A otf warkypesinto tho 
pei of meni ora 
[sats grops would kato soe 
cpro of eos orsbuciors 
Fig th, topo ood tat 
other groupethink their material 
srr eprating fora wider 
reacersipe 

Tnooeline Kaye's article puzled 
sn, What ight a oto sy thatthe 
TRA nnd Bob San ster were 
responsible forthe Omagh toni? 
They hee oth ened eponsiiity 
fasta the boabing the media wee 
Somading ich lancer far ond wide 
yer aimed eo the pub 
tomb manatee, Ye 
overa yearan, hs police hve got 
Sober thebombing, And the 
boi was ampli provocation 
dnote eepblcan iy never 
wil 


VOR KENNA 
London 


Big Brother 
in the work- 
place 


A panicularty enjoyed thearticle 
by Mike Pore, "Under prying 
eves: snooping in the werk place 
(FRPI 151} cna fully enipathige 
seth this aileron an 
experience cently had 

Treverpoyed at local 
hospital as porte. When ISS 
Medion lot the contract to 
BHRV Trust (should read ‘Don’t 
Trost), we thought tinge were 
Ioaling up, New lockers had boen 
ordered for domestic and catering 
aff. When they sere delivered 
and ot up, se were each given a 
Kev for ous ow locker Sofa, 30 
prod 

Twas informed bythe head 
porter that we couldnt have the 
Spare key because ‘th cute 
‘anager aquired it When | 
aestioned this and wanted » 
Sonwon why, [eas told that Lt ws 
inase wo ost the key we had. 
Bean, come on—who carseat 
Kev forth same lock? thought 
thivan unreesonable reply and 
was so disgust by this efased 
Their offer fa locke 

Ts isalso trv about the CTY 
cameras they seem tobe 
tveryishere. personally hold the 
‘workers themasiver responsible 
Eeethis invnsion of pvaey they 
soem to put up with anything the 
Smployers throw at thet. Its high 
time weal wake up and started to 
{question what's gotng on is this 
Sick society urge people to stop 
Geng ike herded atl. Fight 
tack! 


WILLIAM LOWE 
Blackbum 


eeesccvecce 
° wishes all 


redoubled = © 


bTe Labour Pays aig cis 
power thas tare defn he 
Ierests of tho workiig case. The 


reco the asin ore 
‘and bigotry, which are used 

ruling Siena dude woah he 
working oppose al di 
Crimination against black poopie, 


‘and opprested can only come fom | 
the working class organtsing dentoo: 


iam and reptace them with 3| 
[socialist society, organised 10 | 


Fight Racism! 

‘BOM Box 8908, London WOINSKX 
Telephone: 0171 837 Y688. Website: 
apt www. cogfit.easynet.co.uk! 
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ford Archer wanfed to be mayar 
until a small matter of 
tiempting to pervert the 
rs0 of justice got in the way 


the sleazeball's ambitions. News 
vapers are now devoting pages and 
pages to London’s mayoral election 
von though it will not take place 
antil May next year, Butt what ts in 
for the working class? Nothing at-all 
Such electod dictators have become x 
byword for corruption in other coun- 
tries such as the US. It will not be any 
lifferent here. The mayor of London 
will be able to assign huge contracts 
ma budget of fsbn per annum 
snpanies will offer the successful 
candidate many favours as they try to 
get on the gravy train of ‘public-pei- 
vate partnership’, the euphemism for 
legalised corruption. Hence it is not 
surprising that Archer lied about past 
skeletons in order to got the Tory 
nomination — he could smoll the 
money that would come his way 
Labour has managed to get itsolf 
to complete pickle over its pre 
ferred candidato in its desperation to 
rule ont Ken Livingstone. Not that 
Livingstone would present any seri- 
nus challenge to it: he has made that 
clear time and time again. However. 
Blair had to work hard to find a 
remotely credible alternative, In the 
id. he could only persuade Frank 
Dabson by demonstrating that he 
would put the entire Labour Party 


For all the hullabaloo 
about the abolition of the 
House of Lords, we are 
now living under the most 
punitive, anti-working 
class government for the 
last 50 years, and 
probably longer. We have 
fewer rights than at any 
time in the past 50 years, 
and those that remain are 
going to be eroded even 
further. Yet such is the 
pathetic state of the 
British left that they still 
urge us to vote Labour, 
and support charlatans 
like Ken Livingstone. 
Labour's conference and 
the recent 

pre-budget statement 
from Gordon Brown 
makes quite clear that 
there will be no let up, as 
ROBERT CLOUGH reports. 


Who wants to be Mayor of London? 


apparafus at the former Health 
Secretary's disposal Blair 
Changed the selection procedure by 
replacing-‘one member, one vote 
with an electoral college. Th 
banded a third of the votes to MPs 
MEPs - by definition 
whelmingly pro-Blair, a third to trade 
unions who were expected to cast 
thoir block vote in favour of Blair's 
candidate, leaving members with the 
remaining third. When unions like 
MSF and Unison decided they would 
ballot their members on the selection 
they were suddenly found to be in 
subscription arrears and immediately 
barred since they would probably 
have endod up pro-Livingstone. Now 
it seems that Labour HQ has illegally 
allowed the Dobson campaign access 
to the Party membership list to send 
outa maildrop. 

Livingstone’s popularity has twa 
sources: firstly, memories of his lead. 
ership of the Greater London Council 
(GLC) in the early 1980s, in partion 
lar the Fares Fair policy: and soc 
ondly his opposition to the 
privatisation of the Underground, 
Together thase give him the image of 
a rebel, willing to stand up against 
the government whatever party is in 


Turn again, 
Livingstone 


Livingstone has 


office: Yet in realit 
bean. content to 
rather than conduct 
ambition 


In particular. he signalled 
0 fi ability by sup- 


porting NATO's mi campaign 
against Yugoslavia. Not only that. he 


junced that his 1991 opposition 
to the Gulf War had been a mistake. 
His stand confirms the fact that if you 
scratch a Labour left-winger you will 
find a shameless imperialist. particu 
larly if they are close position 
ofteal power. 

What is striking is how little sepa- 
rates Livingstone from Dobson as 
Labour candidate. It ll boils down to 
the privatisation of London Under- 
ground. Of course socialists oppose 

privatisation of the Tube — 
‘would be a disaster like the railway 
But the idea that is going 
to stop it is completely absurd. To.do 
that he would have to put himself at 
the head of a campaign against the 
Labour government. He would have 
to break from the Labour Party. He 
has repeatedly made it clear he won't 
do this. On the other hand, the left 


clearly. hs illusions that he’ will 
John Rees in Socialist. Worker says 
sme people think that becauso Ken 
Livingstone supported NATO during 
the Balkan War we should now have 
nothing to do with him. But revolu- 
tionaries have to look at the totality 
of the situation. Livingstone hos 
bocome a focus for tens of thousands 
of people who want to give Blair « 
bloody nose’. It is funny how for the 
SWP being ‘revolutionary’ involves 
voting Labour at every opportunity. 
The fact that Blair has moved 
heaven and earth in a failed effort to 
prevent Livingstone from being 
shorllisted is not the issue, Blair's 
manoeuvres may have shocked sec 
tions of the middle class who had 
illusions in his democratic credan 
tials, but the greater concern of 


socialists. must_ be with Labour's 
onslaught on all our rights — the 
Asylum Act, curfews and anti-social 
orders, the new anti-terrorism legis 
lation and the removal of rights to 
jury trial. A Labour government for 
which Livingstone is at pains to 
express his support is undertaking 
al) of this. it is a further reason why 
Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! 
does not support Livingstone. Thore 
may be tens of thousands of people 
who want to give Blaira bloody nose, 
but they cannot give him a bloody 
rose in the ballot booth — they have 
to be aut on the streets involved in 
mass direct action, Licking the boots 
of Livingstone demonstrates the most 
craven illusions in Livingstone and 
what he represents, 


Robert Clough 


Labour takes away our rights, 
e poor 


hammering th 


n the absence of any opposition, 
Labour has been able to attack sec: 
tions of the working class with 

impunity. Eligibility for disability 

benefits is to be reduced and they are 
to be means-tested under the new 

Welfare Act. The closure of Remploy 

factories that provide employment to 

the disabled is another cost-cutting 
exercise in the absence of any mean- 
ingful legislation on employment 
discrimination. Tho vicious attacks 
on asylum seekers in Dover, Straw's 
outburst against travellers. the 
mooted romoval of the right to strike 
from firemen protesting against ser 
vice cuts, Labour's overall penal and 
prison policy. the nonsense of the 

Froedom of Information Bill, are all 

examples of a totalitarian govern: 

ment determined to crush dissent 
before it emorges. 

Labour is as much committed to a 
deregulated economy as the Tories 
ever were. But the government's 
dominant position in- parliament is 
allowing to consider what was un- 
thinkable to the Tories — privatising 
air traffic control and the Under- 
ground. It allows Gordon Brown to 
cut £700m from planned pollution 
taxes whilst giving pensioners just 
73p a week more — a pitiful 1.1 
increase. This is being, in Brown's 
words, ‘pro-enterprise, pro-competé 
tion’ with a vengeance, Yet this isn 
all, In his pre-Budgot 
announced capital 
n buying and selling business 
ind shares fr ta 10% iF thes 
held f five years. He 
I al: 
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Enterprise Management Initiatives 
which allow companies to award up 
to £1m share options tax free. chang- 
ing the current position where pay 
ouis on share options have been lim- 
ited to four times annual salary 
Furthermore, all employees holding. 
shares for five years will be exempt 
from 1 tal gains tax 
ployers can 

worth of 


2000, 2% 


latest is the tests for three-year-alds. 
but they include Sure Start. Quality 
Protects, Education and Health 
Action Zones, Health Improvement 
Programmes, housing and regenera- 
ion initiatives. One thing these all 
have in common: they do not give 
money directly to the poor. Quite the 
opposite: Labour {s not prepared to 
raise levels of benefit, extend eligibil- 
ity or restore the link betwoon pen- 
and earnings. Instead it is 
engaged in a process of social regi 
mentation. The Tories were content 
ihe poor = af the 
jass to stew in the ghettos 

that could not be 
Labour is not: it wants to dis- 


jal housin, 


children, social control orders, 
Youth Offending Teams, youth ID 
cards: there will be uo hiding place, 
no refuge from the forces of the state. 
Aclive policing will be tho order 
of the day. 10,000 or 15,000 extra 
police will be recruited depending 
on whose figures you believe. There 
will be legislation to extend the 
national DNA databaso so that it has 
samples from 3 million supposedly 
active’ criminals-as opposed to the 
it 650.000. Compulsory drugs 
will complement compulsory 
DNA testing. Those in breach of com- 
munity service orders will have their 
benefit stopped. Tho oppressive 
regime of the JSA will be extended to 
the over-25s. People who are. sus- 
pected of benefit fraud will be 
required to sign on daily. And if they 
are hauled Before the courts. they 
‘will have lost the right to jucy tial if 
they are accused of “either wav 
offences. 
A deregulated economy demands 
a highly regulated workforce, and 
Labour is demonstrating its commit 
mont to the repressive legislation noc 
essary to ensure that entrepreneurs 


can flourish, new millionaires spring 
up. Once more we have to ask our 
selves: how can the left continue to 
support Labour? How can they begin 
to think that campaigning for Ken 
blindest hit 


ivingstone will make 
ot difference when h 
absolutely clear he will 
from Labour? The oaly p 
icialists can ono of outright 

anperialist 


jon tw this racist 
nnd anti-working 
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